AT HOTIIT 203¢
Bengaﬂf Clasociation of Srneaten Utlanta



Suvidhc. Wishes you a Happy
PDurga Puja
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SUVIDHA INTERNATIONAL MARKET “’

International Groceries | Garden Fresh Vegetables | Pooja Samagri |
Frozen Foods from Allleading Brands | Unmatched Selection & Service

SUWANEE | MARIETTA | ALPHARETTA

§ /suvidhaGa @ /[ suvidhaenline.com
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May the festival of lights brighten your path
toward growth and prosperity.

y

SUWANEE MARIETTA ALPHARETTA
14% Peachtree Parkway, Ste 105, 2871 Chastain Meadows Plowry. NW., 670 N_Main 5t #113 »
Suwanee, GA 30024 Marictta, GA - 30066 Alpharetza, GA- 30004 *



The All New 2026 Honda

CR-V .

Hybrid Sport
Is Here!

Navigation system Auto high-beam headlights
Automatic temperature control Speed sensitive wipers
Power moonroof

Wireless phone connectivity Falimatanppproach ights

Plus ALL New Hondas come with a

FREE LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!

LABOR FULL SYNTHETIC
DISCOUNT OIL CHANGE

20%&'%'& $59 95

UP TO $50' . I Re gular $69 a5

P & tan and a y pDInt._bI I‘"‘M t of write- D'F Ff \mtnc d WCa f\M'MJ-
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Visit Honda Carland and Carland Service Center
to schedule service and additional savings!

H)  HondaCarland Carland

HONDA
VI

Honda Carland

11085 Alpharetta Highway, Roswell, GA 30076 Carland Service Center
Sales Haurs: M-Sat 9a-8p » Last Sunday of Every Manth 12p-6p 11300 State Bridge Road, Alpharetta, GA 30022
Service & Parts Hours: M-Fri 7a-7p +» Sat 7a-5p + Sun Closed (678) 624-0050
Sales: 470-235-208B4 Service: 770-998-2327 Parts: 770-641-8807 Store Hours: M-Fri 7a-6p + 5at 7a-5p * Sun Closed
www.HondaCarland.com www.CarlandService.com




Diselaimer

The statements and opinions contained in the advertisements and writings are solely
those of the advertisers/authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editors or
the publisher. Images and art used in this magazine have been either legally
generated using Al or limited to sourcing public-domain, royalty-free materials from
the Internet. BAGA assumes no legal responsibility for copyright infringement around
republishing, reprinting, or resale of any originals published in Pratichi; such
protective actions remain the sole discretion and responsibility of the participating
authors or artists. The appearance of advertisements in this publication is not a
warranty, endorsement or approval of the products or services advertised or of their
safety. The editors and the publisher disclaim responsibility for any injury to persons
or property resulting from any ideas or productions referred to in the articles or
advertisements. Moreover, __&ﬂGi(reserves the discretion and right to accept, or
reject any creation submitted with or without cause. BAGA assumes implicit
permission for publishing any photograph of the participant or contributer including
digital media, unless a written objection is made by the participant or his/her
guardians before the publication. BAGA desires to distribute @& copy of printed
Pratichi to all contributors but can't guarantee that all contributors will regegive a
c L |
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From the Presidents Desk
What an .fnmzd‘iﬁfa/'omne# 2025 Hhas Been 40 ﬂ?gm, ,fm the BAYA Culiunal Clib |

Executive Committee:

M.ﬁygﬂn the yean on a ﬁigﬁ note with danaswati Fujo on Jzﬁauafzy Ist, whene oun
talented Bids Mufy,éfa.& tﬁgﬁfaotﬁgﬁt From the debut of oun community Kids Band and
Kids Qu.{; to gnoup songa, dances, and o Cls %{oa ibe” - tﬁgﬂmg;g was én#ctfowdf"
This 3 a{ & Recycle came alive tﬁaou?ﬁ a stunning “Tnee of f?z” '
énataﬁn (; M,ﬁy /f)ﬁaﬁog{ Pa )madamtﬁefg w.{tﬁfmcycfa,ﬁfe matenials, thanks to
the mtﬁviﬁyry’m deconation team. -

Noxt came the BAYA Mela ovi Opnif 194 = and what & colebration it was! Weth
550+ tickets sold 17+ vendans, and 27 cuftmaffaogaamd, it was ama&d—ﬁazaﬁfng :
af‘ay an BUZU, The vibrant mix a{Mmmancm /lf&l?ttéd{ the dium.{ty and nichness
jaﬁﬂ ian cultune ,affzom achaas Azgfom. Cz/%ach Egﬁfigﬁf was the BAZU Book
tall .

a{h&t{m ws — and an instant Ait withbook fovens!

Z&ﬁeft the momentum gofng with oun BAYU Picnic on (Qum Ist at Red Toin- [
Mountain. Pt was a ficfma-fm.f,ecf day {Lﬂﬂad' with j’augﬁtm, natwie, and some
unfongettalle food. UWho can fonget the delicious Juchi-chalan dafﬁamﬁfmt,cfaﬁpowzdﬁy !
mutton ,Eadﬁa ana'fanm Konma -.fovingd’ aned By oun umy own BB .@a/suf_m
cﬁaﬁ? This yean, we abso ntroduced ?Ezmé?aﬁa ﬂaiaingﬁmdé fm a nmnin?{ufcam —
childnen’s education in India. i

Pn tﬁat/jfifzft afgfvfng, we me,fmoua’ to shane that this yean BABU Aas faammea' b
with Ramakbnishna TTlission Cﬁimgo to,awmtzducatfon m:’ﬁat{m{m unde/;,mfvifogm/
childnen in India. This manks an impantant step in da%am.fng ouwn communitgjs impact
Beyond bondens

None of this would have heen possible without the wholiheanted s uppant of oun members
and valunteens. %[owz time, donations, and Apinit a{ community ma these events §

fméﬁfa - and',fm that, we mdmﬁfy gaatefuf .“1

Cls we now gean on the mucﬁ-antﬁcgmtmf f-’ud;'o season, wene thnilled to weleome
. ﬁaﬁywood’ antiat ahalabsbmi D and hen team to BUHA - a fﬁét {m ounl,
communitg.f Ule ook {mwmd to cﬂzaﬁng this Iﬂf,?b with /o4, togmﬁ.mn%d, and the’
Afaiﬁ.if o.f thadition. |

WMEng you aﬁpaﬁéaut%?uf mmnm%?uf and{un{i!ﬂd,ﬁaﬁmmon ahead,

o’

Wanm Aegmafa,

Tanusbrnee Buha
President, BAZA Cubtunal Club EC 2025
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Dean BUAZA Nembens and Fniends,

On w the Boand of Dinectons, L extend oun wanmest ; to you and youn
{amif'md as (:fe celebrate Dun a'ﬁr.f,fa 2025 This chenished occﬁ génot ‘gnfg a t.:'r.%.a af ll
devotion but a celebration aﬁ)m vibnant ﬁzngaﬁﬁm.{fagz and the close-#nit community
we Aave nuntuned hene in Bheaten Utbanta.

Jan ub, .@'mga ﬂg’a s mane than a neligious f’mtﬁvrzﬁ Pt is a}o%ufnwnion— iled with .
famiﬁmnﬁ %) af the dhaak, the fragrance of.aﬁfuﬁ, ﬁmtgﬁt prasaa, and the |
wanmth of,gung; togethen. Dt is throu tfi:gaﬁmad' moments that we pass {mwmd‘ the

values, stanies, and traditions that define who we ane.

B8, it i ai: Jous dacides ol BAMA: bgdo , we neflect on how fan we Aave come, -
What onm,ﬁpgan i intimate ?aatﬁmfng/s amcﬁg a gﬁmjamiﬁm Aas ﬁofai&ﬁm" mto one
the mast d#mzm.{c ﬁmgaﬁ cultunal arganizations, This Mamafmmat.{on Hhas been ma
?mmsiﬁfa .ﬁ{c’; the dedication a{ our valunteens, the vision af past Leadens, and the
unwauening s uppont a{owz membens.

Ba 2025 the Boand af Dinectons nemains committed to tﬁougﬁ uffzadmaﬁ%a, [
incheased cpmmun.{tg mgagmmnt, and sustainable gvz-::'wtﬁ. U hethen ou.?ﬁ cultural
proghams, Q/1ts, outh oummcﬁ, cﬁwzitg, aa.fong-tmm ann.fng, ouwr {ocwfs 6 to |
ensune that BAYU continues to.ﬂeaviﬁaantﬁuﬁmﬂmatfma’;tionmmtafmo?nm.

Us Ma Dunga inspines us witﬁﬁm.ammgtﬁ, compassion, and counage, Lot ws canny

tﬁ&dﬂ Uﬂfﬂf-ﬁd mwmdm oul ownfm and i?’ngDw we Cﬁl’lﬂ.‘fﬂf‘z O‘!’lﬂ,ﬂ?’lﬂtﬁ?/l

Theed you Jon Being pent of this incredibh joumey. May this Prja Bibng e, jasihih
fﬂflaéjmﬂify to you anc{gomjouﬂd‘ ones.

Ahubbo Ma.-‘zod’iyaf
Fantha TTubben;

Cﬁainfzmon, ggj‘za’ a{.@iazctma
ﬁangaﬁ (asociation Q{ﬁmm Utlanta

! wm l@ts'
@ W 8-

Pantha .wa Debatintha

; i
Aubnoto

Aon d.c'u.ag ta

G@am?&m on /ﬁzmzfmg Trheasunen Dinectan Dinectan & Election @’,fﬂﬂ'cmﬁs

A _.-,--.-.-q,-r—'-;uﬁ—"-"“_-s
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Ct BUALA, the dponts Committee plays a vital role in promotin ical well-bei l
and community f;mit U Mmfﬁy&tﬁa pouwen rf:aﬁfmc mgga%t to & E |
&aa’.‘mﬁgm encounage teamwaork, and build a nesilient, connected community. Cur |
inftiatfmd/mgfzct this commitment to excellence and inclus ity. ;

-
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Uk ane fmoua’ to shane Aomﬁzy milestones that /Lzﬁe,ct oun collective g,fzqwtﬁ and ;

achicvements as a community;

o BPublication of the anuaﬁjﬁf;mfa Calendan in grmumg fa.-’z ﬁzfmz.‘ time Aince Afamt& o
committes was fmmm’ which membens fzﬁzn and engage acf{vﬂfg. '

. ﬂ:’ga’f&f Acanecands faf: the aga FPremien ,ﬁm?uz Chicket Jowrnament, fmmm.zd .ﬁy !
CricClubs, enhanced thansparency and ﬁzﬂ engagement. BFL has been able to establish its |
name within the mz’cﬁzfygnaﬁmm'f ;

L /St;o:;i&%ﬂom_m /i?)uff;mt, with sevenal A pors ans comm:'fﬂng to continue thein fammﬁ;?v
wi :

L ﬁ‘u}e Distnibutions afaafmm? C.:'fg Cowuncil membens and Aponsans, ﬁ:’gﬁﬁgﬁﬂhﬁ the value af
the communit andmcogm’fmn.

o Enhanced ASocial Media outnheach, ﬂae’ngc’ng widen viﬁc}ﬁiﬁfg to BAC euents and

accomfiﬁaﬂm tf_'._

Tgble Termis Journament 2025: |
o On MNManch, we Fosted its annual Table Tennis Jowrnament at the fmmfc'?:'om Utlanta
International Table Tennis de‘zmg. With mone than 45 f;mﬁc%ﬁantﬁ achass vanious sEILP .
Levels, the towmament ﬁz’gﬁﬁ?ﬁtz&' the ?zz-owm? enthusiasm fofa table tennis within oun
commum'fg, |
Chicket Jowmament 2025:
o e suc Mgmm}zd oun Chicket Tounnament acnass two weekends in a?wu?zmd mag. )
Hoasted at Cg—afymouzd Categmy 2 chicket gnounds in Utlanta, the towmament welcomed
mane than 80 f;mfe'ci;eaanta and ,Dé’aafwmd ﬁzﬁ:}uaﬁfg matches marked ,ﬁg .Afamfémmmﬁgﬂ,
teamwank, and enthusias tic commum'fg,d uf;famf.
o=
Badminton Jowmament 2025; -

s Un (Eugm.f, we 5L u.ﬂ*ag Aasted its annual Badminton Journament at one ofﬁﬁo_ newest’
and most advanced Sadminton fc;ﬂﬁw in the c:'fg. With 40 f;mf{c%vanb_'- con;fzzfmg achass !
VAIOLUA categmm, tﬁazumfnaf cted BOEUs commitment to nmfmc’ng Af;mfc'ng talent a.na'l}

fa,j tm.c'ﬂg commum'fg,ﬁf;im't

. ADoccen Jowmament 2025 : r;f
| o The Doccen Towmament was Aeld in /f)pf;iam.ﬁm ouen two consecutive weebends. UWith teams !
b 2 sbhowcas ing s&ls  and passion, this tournament memonable Aponting moments fo}z
I panticipants and Apectata/s alibe. '-.

BA&ZA Run 2025:
L3 Laten this yean, B will mark a historic milestone with its fhéf—,zum Commum’fg Run,
:'nw'fmg membens af all rzg_zé. to come fog.ztﬁ.m in a celebnation af Fealth, um’fg, and shaned. fi

o G
Bawrav Deb 3'\30‘% onﬁzﬁa%f’af BAC Jeam 2025

i
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The BAYA Youth Committes (BYC) is the youth-Led anganization of BAYA. This
group is compased affom.{onam and senvice-dniven mddﬁ ana’ﬁiﬁﬂ schoal students.
Cach memben is committed to ufgﬁ{ffng thein community and presenving thein cultune. ]

BYC mmﬂm actively ?ﬁfmﬁcgmm in a vmiztg af .:'mfa:ctfuf activities .tﬁﬂougﬁout the I
ﬁaﬂ,. ;Egudmg fufdaaumg, Awmtmg donation dnnmd, and Aalsing money fw‘z .r
ait erganizations.

This . BUChas proudly volunteened at Mled Dbare, ing.s ont and pack critical |
M&%Mfﬁ%@ Mﬁ:zmgnmd communities, and at 77% ﬂz hace, ! cming and
defitmfng meabs m,focaf.fam:ﬁm in need. In /f).ofate,mﬁwz, membens wi 0 ta&anaat 5
g Vibhas annual Dneam [l wvent, a global run/walk fundnaisen dedicated to |
' owming undm‘fmiwfagmd childnen, which m:’gzénatmf in Uthanta and now draws ouven
%OO anticipants workdwide. In addition to these senvice ojects, B%{CAWMM :
ﬁaﬁfﬁﬁm}qﬁ cubltunal and spanting events, éncfudéng uja decanation and event |
mgmnfgatfon. e committees core mission i to {mm social awaneness among goutﬁ

and nuntune a sthong sense o{ community and’.ﬁ.efong.{ng.

-
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&
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Memanable moments

Executive committee
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Pag'a Committee 2025 |

The ﬁmgaff (lasociation of neaten Atlanta Puja Committee (Doma De, Mala Basu, '
Devjani szﬁayaatﬁa, and Chandha feog}ﬁm n dedicated to uaaﬁafdingz the thadition
cg A#U and conducti puja ceremonies tﬁ/zm;gi;ut the yean incfuding Danaswati |

uja, mmﬁajaga, Dunga .'.?kz, Laxmi ff"r,?}z and 1 ﬁty}z with tﬁaﬁo@a vaofuntm& &
((nuva Haswami, anta ﬂu?nm, Bhanon Roy, Amnita Kuman, Devi Banenjes, |
Bannali ?’Zamfy, Bomdutta monda.f Buvanthi m‘z /f)ufafm maj'ﬁd. The BAZA _
I’-”L?}z Committee makes eueny _eﬁ?-:mt to maintain oun sached ﬁmgaﬁ nituals and
ffwtocaﬁs unden the dinection afowz dedicated priest, Uyan ﬁamjl.m cﬂn,&p?néng with |
dun ancient thadition, the committee envisions a suc ufandd;'oy{uf celebnation o?f’ the
Puja festival in 2025.

Fast Executive Committe

Mmmation aﬁouf?oaat committees canﬁa{mnd on:
Wwww., ﬁ’agﬁ. nztféma texecutivecommittees

LDecanation Jeam

Basanti /f)aﬁa, Purba Das, Damnat ,@ufta, Danchita /f)aﬁa, A')oné;u«@ta Haldan,
: /fbmccz’z'ft auddy, Dushmita Kunduy, léaaaana Banban ,

}

Ih

i

L
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Donations

2025 Donan fist witk be uploaded on www, Baganet by Decemben 2025
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Women Who Defined Empowerment

f Moumi Panja f f

You may be wondering about the inspiring Bengali women in our cover photo. They are
pioneers who embody women's strength and empowerment in every facet of life and the
professional world. These extraordinary trailblazers, along with many other Bengali women
who have shaped the world in remarkable ways, have made the world a better place for
generations of women to come. Today, we pause to remember and celebrate a few of them.

‘f?\\ Kadambini Ganguly was the first - g \ Sandhya Mukherjee received
l.-" BT F..?ij.l Indian woman to practice Western | I ' Banga Bibhushan and also
\E% ‘ ! medicine breaking barriers in a : the National Film Award for

\‘f_"": ..~ male-dominated field. 3 " Best Female Playback Singer.
Nabaneeta Dev Sen was a

; Matangini Hazra led a procession at
3 ' Bengali writer, academic, and

the age of 71 during the Quit India /
Movement and was shot while ¥ | feminist and founder of West
" Bengal Women's Writers'

_ holding the national flag and I"\.
Association.

chanting Vande Mataram.
Sarojini Naidu née Chattopadhyay . Sudipta Sengupta is one of
the first Indian women along

(1879-1949) was the first Indian js Rt !
"7 woman to serve as the President of y with Aditi Pant to set foot on
Indian National Congress. Antarctica. ;
- : ; Aparna Sen is an Indian
~ Dr. Asima Chatterjee was a : :
A : 1 : filmmaker, screenwriter, and
B e ncien . chemist, who actress and the first Indian
_.;" became the first woman to receive a wibmarn directire T
Doctorate of Science from an Indian K
Shakespeare for the screen.

. seersity. ; Jhulan Goswami is the
" Sunayani Devi born in the Tagore / highest wicket-taker in

o : . : |
! family, was the first Indian woman to | / Women’s ODls. She
captained India and received

widely gain international recognition *
the Padma Shri award.

as a modern artist.
Dr. Nandini Bhowmik is the
first female Bengali priest,

Devika Rani was hailed as the First
Lady of Indian Cinema who co-
founded Bombay Talkies that helped and shattered patriarchal
shape Bollywood’s early identity. norms by becoming the first
. Suchitra Sen was a legendary female to lead a Durga Puja.
, Bengali actress and the first Indian

i°° woman to win an international film

award.



Bengali Association
of Gréater Atlanta
Presents
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A Misdion with a Heard

The 2025 Executive Committee of BAGA

is proud to announce its dedicated focus on supporting
the education of underprivileged children in India, with
special attention to the
West Bengal / Kolkata region.

——

Chi(.!.;lﬂﬂ
To bring this vision to life, we are collaborating with the
Ramkrishna Mission, Chicago—an organization rooted

in service and education—to make a real, lasting impact
on young lives.

———— TSy
Q&:zyaarz/zecm * Get involved © Make a digference

.‘.. . -;' i




' B
BAGA SHAROD UTSAV GUEST OF HONOR  #%,

Swami Ishatmananda JI , Vivekananda Vedanta Society of
Chicago

Arevered monk of the Ramakrishna Misslon, Swamiji has
dedicated his life to spreading the ideals of Sri Ramakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda through education and service. He has
established schools, vocational centers, and homes for orphans,
and continues to inspire communities through spiritual discourses
and humanitarian work.

BAGA is honored and grateful to welcome Swamiji as our Guest of
Honor for the upcoming Durgotsav celebrations on October 4th and
5th. Our members and guests look forward to hearing more from
Swamiji.
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—— MALABAK

PR@MISE

At Malabar Gold & Diamonds, our core philosophy prioritizes customers, committed to delivering
exceptional quality and crafting customer-centric policies. We proudly call it the Malabar Promise,
an assurance that lasts forever.

o o E

100% VALUE ON | 100% VALUE ON COMPLETE
DIAMOND EXCHANGE GOLD EXCHANGE TRANSPARENCY
g

TESTED & CERTIFIED | GUARANTEED | HALLMARKED
NATURAL DIAMONDS BUYBACK PURE GOLD

W @ < Q.
FAIR LABOUR
PRACTICES

RESPONSIBLY

ASSURED LIFETIME | FAIR PRICE
SOURCED PRODUCTS

MAINTENANCE POLICY

“Above Promises are valid for jawellery purchased frem
Malgbor Gold & Ciamands only.

— A PREOMISE IS A —

PR&MISE

MALABAR

GOLD & DIAMONDS

LOS ANGELES | NAPERVILLE | CHICAGO
s : \ NEW JERSEY | DALLAS | ATLANTA

Shop 247 ot weesmalobage conddiamonos com

H = .2/ = J i s 1
OVER 400 SHOWROOMS ACROSS USA, UK, CANADA, AUSTRALIA, SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA, UAE, OMAN, QATAR, KUWAIT, BAHRAIN, KS5A & INDIA
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PRIDE BANK
Proudly Founded by DEB CATERING

First-Generation Entrepreneurs. We prepare
Personal, Premier Banking Experiences for All. homestyle Bengali and Indian food

for Puja and all kinds of house parties.
Open Your

4. 50% A PY* Please call this number in advance

High-Yield Savings for any order.

Contact: Jayanta Chandra Deb
Re Phone: 678-717-9056

i FoIc | | : 7 2 Note: We also prepare all vegetarian
: : food completely separately.
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h’ Vedic ABA

ACCEPTING
B 7S NEW CLIENTS

N~ FOR ABA THERAPY

Yedic ABA

Accepting all major insurances: Including GA Medicaid, Amerigroup, Peach
State, Care Source, Aetna, Anthem, BCBS, UHC, United/Optum and more.

s‘si-lwAMZ
el T

Indo—Pak, groceries, fresh vegetables | S
Best uarlely, pfioe freshness, and large selection 5, - '
f e ALy ' V| ‘.\

T

= e

Well stocked with all major brands

Convenienty located for Marietta, Smyrna, Kennesaw
* VINYL EAMMERS

’ ' i « FEATHER BANNERS
+ MURALS & INTERIOR SIGNS
+ CHANMEL LETTERS
* WINDOW GRAFHICS
+ CATALOGS & BDOKLETS

Uty _ + TABLE THROWS
' . ; AETHE J + POSTERS
Groceries, Spices, Frozen foods, Snacks, Utensils, Poojaitems, e 1 . Invoices
I.Imuallnltumum service, and more ... Save time ... Save Money « A-FRAME

Easy access fromI-75 * LETTERHEADS
18421 owerR oswell Road

- = dnwtamecow | For Creatwe
= Tm;ii:%:{%:muam % So LU“ 0 N 9
e 404-236-3141

WWW.MYPRINTHSIGNS.COM 206 NORTE DECATUR ADAD, SUITE &, DECATUE. GA 31023

* AND MORE




Natlonally Recognlzed with Local Credlblllty

At Embassy National Bank, we do more than provide financing — we build partnerships. Our team offers
personalized service, faster loan decisions, and competitive rates, all designed around your business’s
unique goals.

As a locally owned Georgia bank, we're deeply invested in your success and the growth of our
communities. With direct access to decision-makers, flexible solutions, and the support you deserve,

we make banking simpler — and more personal. 770-822-91 11

Let’s grow together. Your success is our priority.
g g P ty customerservice@embassynationalbank.com

Embassy National Bank SBA Bic =

embassynationalbank.com 1817 North Brown Rd., Lawrenceville, GA 30043 SBA Preferred Lender
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Many Changes Coming Our way and
we are ready o help!

We even changed our Brand from
InsuranceWala to Medrates to better
define how we can help you!

At Medrates, our focus will bz on helping you find affordable
heath insurance including:

= Obamacare Plans

« (Catastrophic Health Plans

+  Medicare Plans

« Long Term Care Solutions

« Life Insurance Retirement Plans

Visit our new website al www Medrates.net for
educational videos and guoles.

Med-Rates

Wiferdakia baslthe irs Sslutioas
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Lasha J. Hammett
INSURANCE AGENT

o StateFarm-

Lasha J. Hammett

T70-733-1135

lasha@hammeatisinsurance.cam

Prowviding, Insuranse and Financial Services
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4 wsaHALwAL

Discaver our selection of premium halal me
and sealood. From lender baby goat and
sucoulent chicken to a varleEu o' s d
including_rohu, shol hilsha, long bai:
I:u:-mhal duck r- hu eqq, hilshz eqg and
have | stom culs available upon
requr.. |n-=lar Enhance your culinany c-zations
with our wide range cof fresfly made marinades
£nc rachuni ‘rpll.,E:- Bengali sweets are now
svailable [or parchasa. Visit us loday!




To
The BAGA Family
Sarodiya Shubhechha

alpha
medical
clinic

DR. DHIRAJ PATEL M. D. DR. NEIL PATEL M. D.

As the medical practice of Dr. Dhiraj Patel and Dr. Neil Patel, we are
a full-service clinic specializing in adult internal medicine and genatric
care. From annual physicals to minor surgical procedures, our
practice is committed to providing quality primary care. Dr.

Dhiraj and Dr. Neil are both board-certified internists. Both physicians
are affiliated with WellStar North Fulton Hospital. We also perform
immigration physical and DOT physical.

MEMBER OF Contact Us

WELJ!_STAR. 401 South Main Street
— i
Suite A4

Clinical Partners Alpharetta, GA 30009

Mon-Fri 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM
Tel: (770) 772-4044
Fax: (770) 746-0742

Email clinic@alphamed.sprucecare.com
medalpha@bellsouth.net

www.alphamedicalclinic.com
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Meet Dr. Jaryal — From Patient to Doctor
at Dental Town!
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Dental Townis proud to welcome Dr. Jaryal our rewest general dantist ot
our Forsyth looation!

A Johrs Cresk local, Dr. Jaryal has bean part of the Dental Tewn family
sinoa he was just 10 years old—first as a patient, and now as a doctor! After
groduating tfrom UGA & Dental College of Gaorgia, ba raturnad homea to give
back to the community that shapsd him.

Krowin for his warm, approachable nature, Dr. Jaryal treats every patient
liks family—bacauss to him, that's exactly what you ara.

At Dental Town, we moke iteasy for your wholsfamilytoget thecane
they raed under ane roof, offering pediatric dentistry, genaral dentistry,
orthodontics & oral surgery.

6 convenient locations ~ 770-622-1515
www.dentaltownsmile s.com
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ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Business Immigration: EB5 nvestor Visa
EB1, EB2 and EB3 Green Cards
PERM Labor Certifications
U Visas
Nonimmigrant Visas B1/B2, E1/E2.
F1, H-1, H-2, K-1, L-1, B-1

Family Immigration: Spouse, Children, Parents and Siblings
NVC Filings

Other Immigration:  Naturalization
Consular Processing
Departation and Removal

Civil Matters: Busiress Closings
Contracts
Busiress _oan Workouts

Litigation: Plaintiff and Defendant Representation
Landlord Disputes

Trial Settlemert and Megotiations —
Uncontested Divorces

400 GALLERIA PARKWAY,

STE 1500, ATLANTA, GA 30339
MO0 ol I Phone: 678-385-5919




PATEL BROTHERS

“Celebrating Our Food ....Our Culture”

With Best Compliments. from
Patel Brothers

1709 Church Street
Suite #F
Decatur, GA

Patel Brothers

3230 Caliber Street
Suite B 100
Suwanee, GA 30024

Patel Brothers
2646 George Busbee Pkwy NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
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~ Like Buddha and Christ, opinions may differ.
 Even if their life stories may or may not be real.
~Judged by spiritual measure, even an allegory

~ Ideals and knowledge that guide us to peace

History or Allegory?
Niranjan Talukder

Ramayana and Mahabharata, the epic stories,
Are, some think, history, some think, allegories.
Reflection of history is possible in an allegory.
What really took place is described in history.

By Sage Valmiki was conceived Ramayana.
Mahabharata's author was Sage Dwaipayana.
Both the epics contain incidents supernatural
That are not possible in the world physical.
Yet, these scriptures are as religious revered
Because of the spiritual messages delivered.

If Rama and Krishna historical figures were

However, their messages are all spiritual,

Can convey spiritual truth, although not history.

Constitute religion that we all should practice.

He is a Retired Professor, Physics Dept., Clark
Atlanta University. He was Secretary (1983) of
BAGA, President (1988) of BAGA, President of
Bangamela (2009).
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Exotic Jaisalmer and the Andaman Islands

Prosanto Hazra

February 2024 found us in the capital city
of New Delhi. Hanging out with old school
friends and family, savoring celebrated
restaurants like Bukhara, as well as
boutique neighborhood cafes, dives and
“hookah/shisha” bars together, was quite
unforgettable.

After a few days steeped in nostalgia, we
were whisked away to exotic Rajasthan! It's
here that Satyajit Ray’s magical Sonar
Kella came to life within the intriguing
fortress and its cobbled serpentine alleys.
In my mind, | flashed back to my childhood
self and looked out of the corner of my
eye for Pheluda and Topse in hot pursuit
of a villain who slipped into hiding in one
the souvenir shops pretending to be a
tourist. But a timely wink and a subtle nod
from me and Pheluda got the hint followed
by the inseparable Topse!!

However, it was actually the ladies who
darted into virtually every shop and
vendor stall to look for something to buy!
Accompanying ladies, intent on shopping,
is “mission impossible” for me. It makes
me bored and hungry. So, we ascended up
the path to a restaurant perched
precariously on the side of a sheer rock
face virtually like an eagle’s nest!

Replete with delicious samosas followed
by a delectable Rajasthani lunch, we
enjoyed the bird’s eye view from our
shaded vantage point in the afternoon
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shot up on their hindlegs too! It was a
feeling akin to that of a potential human
cannonball.

sun. It was an experience to remember
as we returned to our former palace-
converted Hotel Rawal Kot!

The Desert Camp the next night was
something out of Aladdin’s tales.
Following a delicious dinner, we were
treated to an exquisite performance
under the starry night sky. The amazing
musicians, dancer and fire breather took
our breath away as we watched
spellbound, fortified by a few whiskeys
and huddled under blankets!

Soon it was bedtime inside a so-called
“heated” tent that was actually more like
the inside of a freezer. Finally, after
some extra heaters and quilts, we were
able to feel our toes again!

After breakfast, the next morning we
sped off for some outdoor activities. We
arrived to see ATVs roaring around filling
the air with their heady fumes. They
were great fun, especially for a veteran
motorcyclist like me. The camels,
however, proved a greater challenge,
especially when they suddenly reared
up on their forelegs and you had to hang
on precariously for dear life till they

Fortunately, a mouth-watering lunchtime
arrived soon enough, delivering us from
further fitness or airworthiness tests at
the hands of these amazing “ships of the
desert.” By evening our young SUV driver
was racing us back to our Rawal Kot Hotel!

’ I-_‘--}h—'m‘h-
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Later that evening | had the pleasure of
passing on some of my cocktail recipes to
the bartender and steward, Bhanu and
Ajay Singh. They were pleased as punch
and have since kept in touch regularly via
WhatsApp!
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On the return train, | dreamt | was
accompanying Pheluda as Topse’s
stand-in! Jaisalmer had certainly left its
mark!

After a few more days in Delhi to
recharge, we landed in Kolkata. Catching
up with family and friends, reliving old
memories and enjoying Bengali soul

food, gladdened the heart and provided
a breather. But “there’s no rest for the
wicked!” Soon we were winging our way
to the mystical Andaman Islands in the
northeastern Indian Ocean about 130
km (81 mi) southwest off the coasts of
Myanmar's Ayeyarwady Region.

Our destinations included Port Blair,
Havelock and Neil Islands. We flew from
Kolkata and landed at the neat little
airport in Port Blair.

instantly, with his welcoming smile and
habit of addressing my wife and her
friend as “Mum” (instead of Ma’am |
guess)! Must be the result of the British

colonial influence!

He sped off with us in a white Toyota SUV
to an idyllic retreat - the Symphony
Samudra Beachside Jungle Resort and
Spa.

It was delightful to say the least. We
sipped cocktails sitting by the infinity pool
well after sunset till dinner time.

Our visit to the infamous Cellular Jail, next
day, will remain seared in our minds. It was
also known as the notorious “Kala Paani”
or Black Water jail. The jailor between
1909 and 1931, was a sadistic Scotsman,
David Barry. His cruelty was insane. He
welcomed prisoners with the cry “While
you are here, | am your god!”
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The jail evokes a nightmare. It was the
scene of the most unthinkably barbaric
brutality, unleashed by the British on
our brave Freedom Fighters who were
incarcerated there. We should never for
a moment, forget that free India was
born because of their selfless sacrifice
and indomitable will, despite the
horrendous cruelty and torture they
endured, including painful death in
many cases.

Our boat trip to Havelock Island the next
day, was upgraded by the tour operator
to first class! The experience was both
luxurious and thrilling.

We felt a sense of the great outdoors
and the adrenaline rush of adventure. It
increased even more after darkin

Havelock Island’s jungle resort in our little
rustic cottages!

The following day, Ellis Island stole our
hearts! It struck us as the prettiest. The
beach was shaded by lush green mangrove
trees, fanned by a gentle breeze, painting

Souvenir shops, vendors and restaurants
were conveniently scattered within a
stone’s throw. And of course, our hotel
was a veritable oasis of serenity, with all
the modern comforts and amenities one
could desire.
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Pictures are worth a thousand words. They
bear eloguent testimony to our sojourn in
“Paradise.” | am sure you’ll be happy to
add the Andamans to your bucket list!

But | suppose all good things must come
to an end! Our seven vacation days flew
past in a flash. Soon we were aboard our
return flight to Kolkata. As our plane
banked, spread out below us was a
breathtaking view of colorful, sun-
drenched Port Blair looking up at a blue

Loves writing, theatre, audio systems, music,
motorcycling, movies and traveling. His
interests and diverse experience in journalism
and business have given him a wider world
view.

Dynamic workspace built for tech innovators

Comnect with investors, mentors, and peers — © &

Fvents and programs that fuel growth ! S
Flexible offices and meeting spaces :

A community where startups thrive

INNOVATION

107 Technology Pkwy., Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
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~/ Free pressure washing on full kitchen or bathroom remodel
Free garage epoxy coating on a full basement finish or refinish

TEL: (770) 826-8771

info@skylineprojectsusa.com
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Echoes of a Ne!

ghamif

A Memoir of BAGA's Turning Point and My
Journey Within

October 2003. Atlanta’s leaves blazed red.
The Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta
(BAGA) was preparing for something
unprecedented: a three-day Durga Puja. At
the heart of this bold experiment was a
small group — including ME, four months
pregnant, balancing a demanding Big Four
consulting job, hosting my parents from
Kolkata for nine fleeting days, and serving
as BAGA’s Treasurer. Life had woven my
professional, personal, and community
worlds into one tight knot.

What made Durga Puja 2003 momentous
was not just the extra day — it proved that
a tradition that had long survived on
passion was now poised to thrive on
vision.

BAGA was founded in 1979 when some
Bengali families gathered in a garage,
bound by camaraderie and a shared
dream, gifting Atlanta its first Durga Puja.
By 2001, nearly 450 people attended, but
the structure remained loose. Events
operated on goodwill. The suggested
donation was not enforced. Families could
bring guests at no additional charge. Meals
were home-cooked by a few dedicated
families every year, and the volunteers
carried outsized burdens. Committee
members routinely dipped into their own
pockets to cover initial costs, expecting
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event-day donations to reimburse them.
Advertising income? A few hundred
dollars at most. The goal was survival —
to break even and avoid personal
financial loss. Executive roles were hard
to fill.

Then came 2002, a that
fundamentally reshaped BAGA’s
foundation. The Executive Committee,
with Dr. Raktim Sen (President), Dr.
Soumitra Chattopadhyay (VP), Sabari
Roy (Secretary), and Arunava Saha
(Treasurer), operated like a well-oiled
machine. Arunava spearheaded the
finances, Sabari managed the food,
Soumitra-da directed the literary
content, and Raktim-da coordinated
logistics and cultural events. Each led
their domain confidently while
supporting one another.

year

Their reforms redefined BAGA’s DNA.
Attendee lists were digitized. Pre-event
collections  reversed long-standing
reliance on event-day donations.
However, the suggested $80 donations
from the previous year remained
unchanged — a principled stance to
ensure accessibility for everyone.
Advertising became a financial
cornerstone. “Pratichi” gleamed with its
first glossy makeover. Main entrees were
catered for uniformity. Meal coupons
were introduced, and although not
enforced, the Iidea faced intense
criticism; yet it quietly took root and
ultimately transformed Bengali pujas
across Atlanta.

The 2002 committee left $1000 in

reserve — the first seed money BAGA had
ever seen. It symbolically marked the
beginning of a new chapter for BAGA.

In 2003, we — Shankar Sengupta
(President), Amalendu Sarkar (VP), Raja
Gautam Kar (Secretary), and | (Treasurer)
— turned that chapter into a saga. We
extended Durga Puja by a day, WHILE
retaining the membership fees at $80 AND
providing free attendance to visiting
parents.

In July, Shankar scheduled a planning
meeting, the day after | had a serious car
accident. | was in my early days of
pregnancy, and Arunava was out of the
country. The team meeting became a
welcome distraction from my anxiety. |
forgot how the idea floated, but we were
swept up in the thrill.

Advertising became our lifeline. A full-
page B&W ad fetched $110. Arunava and |
alone raised $4,000, driving almost 150
miles/day on most weekends to secure
ads. With no online money transfer
options, each ad required 2-4 in-person
visits. By the end, we logged more miles
than an Atlanta-Orlando round-trip.

Every morning, | reported our ad revenue
— not to boast, but to fuel quiet
momentum and rally the fundraising team:
Mamata(di)/Mridul(da) Paul,
Moitri/Ashok(da) Sarkar, and Partho(da)
Mukherjee. The daily ritual ignited an
unexpected fire. Each poured their heart
into their relentless efforts to achieve
more. It was a competition born not of
ego, but of shared purpose. We concluded
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with a record of $9,450 in advertising
revenue.

Logistics presented its challenges. My
parents arrived on the Sunday before
Durga Puja. On Friday, we took a half-
day off from work and checked into a
hotel near the puja venue. The school
cafeteria was only accessible after 4:00
p.m., allowing barely 2 % hours for
setup. Volunteers, though few, worked
like clockwork. My parents joined the
setup crew. While my dad moved tables
and arranged chairs with the energy of
someone half his age, my mother sliced
fruits for the puja. At 6:30 p.m., as doors
opened to the attendees, the hall
shimmered — not just with lights, but
with shared triumph. For three days,
BAGA didn’t just celebrate the Durga
Puja, it ascended.

While BAGA entered its golden year, my
world shattered.

Two days after Durga Puja, my parents
flew back to Kolkata. Mid-flight, my

father fell ill. The diagnosis by
December: ALS

And following their departure, my
pregnancy spiraled into crises: high-
dose insulin regimens, relentless
gallbladder pain requiring  eight
painkillers daily.

Week 26 (mid-December) — doctors
ordered surgery for gall bladder

removal; | declined.

Week 28 — a wave of debilitating renal

pain nearly caused me to black out on I-
285 during rush hour while driving to my
Level-2 ultrasound at Northside Hospital. |
reached the gates, barely conscious.
Thirty-five bottles of saline and morphine
injections followed hospital admittance.

Week 29 — my son’s heartbeat stopped;
doctors/nurses rushed in and revived him.

Week 30 — onset of early labor that
doctors managed to stop. Two days later,
doctors mandated surgery to insert stents
between my kidneys and bladder. While
being wheeled into the OT for the stent
surgery on 17-January-2004, my water
broke; | was urgently rerouted to a
different OT for an emergency C-section
instead.

My son was born 2% months premature, a
fragile gift wrapped in resilience; his early
arrival in this world enabled me to fly to
Kolkata the day after his two-month shots
and meet my dad one last time.

Surajit(da) Roy stepped in to finish my
Treasurer duties. We left behind $10,000
in seed money — ten times what we'd
inherited — setting the stage for the 2004
committee, led by Partho Mukherjee. They
increased the guest artist budget tenfold
to feature Bhoomi, setting a new standard
for cultural programming. The shift was
palpable. The seeds of change planted by
the 2002 and 2003 executive committees
blossomed under the 2004 team. Over
time, other Bengali puja groups followed
suit, mirroring the three-day format, and
artist lineups became central to the
community buzz.
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‘BAPIYA’ was gone. | stood at a strange
emotional crossroads. | could neither
celebrate my son’s birth nor mourn my
dad’s death. The same arms that held
my newborn, welcoming him with joy,
had also cradled my father, bidding him
farewell in tears. By the time |
recovered, BAGA had many new hands. |
felt that my work at BAGA was done and
quietly stepped back.

Over the subsequent years, | focused on
children’s education, raising over
$25,000 for underserved students by
coaching online, organizing county-wide
math competitions, and pro-bono
concerts. In 2016, | mentored five
middle schoolers for a national Eco-
Challenge; they placed first both
regionally and nationally, earning
$25,000 in prize money, most of which
was donated to global environmental
nonprofits.

| wrote this memoir not to recount
history, but to remember love:
For my father,

who taught me how to dream.
For my son,

who taught me how to survive.
For my husband,

who held my hand firmly
through every storm.

And for the BAGA family,

who taught me the miracle of
collective will.

Today, as | prepare to launch my
nonprofit for promoting integrity,
compassion, and responsibility across
communities, | reflect on 2003. We were

just one link in a chain stretching across
generations, building on the courage of
those before us, and passing on something
sturdier and more enduring to those who
followed.

To future BAGA leaders, | humbly
challenge you to freeze the membership
fees every three years to maintain BAGA's
accessibility to all. Durga Puja is not just a
ritual; it embodies legacy, resilience, and
love, humbly passed from one generation
to the next.

A Risk & Compliance leader with four master’s
degrees and 20+ years of experience in
multiple Big Four consulting firms and other
corporations, she champions youth
mentorship and community service.
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eshi Street

BANGLADESHI RESTAURANT

We do Catering - Take Out - Dine-In - Delive

470-246-4317
404-853-9702 .o

Maen-Fri: 3:30pm-10;30pm
Sat-sun: 12pm-10:30pim

wwaw.deshistreetga.
Email: deshistreelatii@gm
4337 Buford Hwy, NE #150 Chambles

>Alf Cafe 2

(Ve Cater 24l Evenls

404-549-8163

3965 Rockbridge Road
Stone Mountain, GA - 30083

www.alifcafe2.com

HOURS:

Mon - Sun: 11:00 AM to 11:00 PM
Tuesday Closed
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INSURANCE

PROTECT YOUR
FUTURE WITH
SHAH
INSURANCE

COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE TAILORED FOR
¥OUR NEEDS

e isa Phone: 770-098. 1464
S — Emaul ;h"q']!"lﬂ".;fm o

Web: www Jenmonros pom
STATE FARM AGLNT

Monroe Insurance Agency Inc.

Glen Monroe

Products Offered

AJ g e

Horw ang Propery Insurance
Lise Ingurance

Heah Induevie

Banking Protucts

A e

™ Ole Alptarmas Road DMica Mowry B DD e S 00 M-F
Jnit 110 After bours & Seturden by
Roswal GA 30O7E-1261 Aps2mrtant

fermites, Pest Control, Mosquito Conltrol, Termite Control, Termite,
Pre-Trealments, WIIR Lellers, Wildilile Control, Gutter Protection,
Blowback Insulation, Vent Install, Vapor Bamier, Wood Insulation,
Custiom Hole Repair, And Many More....




A girl who never imagined

Alolika Dutta

A girl who never imagined
this could be her life.

Or maybe,

she did imagine it.

She always dreamt big,

in her choices, in her taste,
in how she saw the world.

But deep down,

she thought dreams weren't meant to be true,
Not things made for her,

no matter how hard she tried.

Because maybe she wasn’t lucky.

Maybe she wasn’t enough.

Maybe she wasn’t meant to shine.

Self-doubt, yeah,

That was her skill too.

or still is!

But one thing she knew,

She had good taste.

She worked hard.

No shortcuts, no pretending.

It just took her time to believe

those things could count for something.
Could carry her past the flaws.

She met good people

and not-so-good ones.

Both kinds shaped her.

Left marks, built her up, tore her down.

That’s life, right?
And now she’s here, a few greys showing
trying to embrace them

instead of hiding them.

She still thinks, sometimes,
what if she could go back?

64

Tell that younger version of herself:
Don’t waste time,
shrinking to fit their comfort.

Don’t bury ideas. They’re not too much.
They’re just right!

You're not hard to love,

they just didn’t know how.

You’re not lost; you're just on your way.
And now?

She’s grown into someone

with substance.

Still growing, still figuring it out.

She likes quality over guantity,

(cliché, but true).

She chooses romance over ego.
Depth over sparkle.

Strength over loud.

She loves the finer things in life

but keeps it real.

Loud laughs. Honest talk.

No more pretending.

She believes her people

already know who she is.

She doesn’t chase validation anymore.
She’s humble, cautious,

and honest when she’s wrong.
Learning.

Always.

Because maybe, just maybe,

that's what it takes

to become who you're meant to be.
Trust. Belief.

A little softness and

a lot of courage to keep going.

She has been with Baga since 2019 and
cherishes the warm atmosphere and the joy
of spending time with friends who feel like
family.



Poltu’s Penance

Jodu Chakrabarty was pleased as punch.
His cherished dream of building his own
home in Gol Park had come true. It indeed
felt good, though leaving the “para” life
and “rawk er adda” at Jagannath Dutta
Lane in North Kolkata, caused a little
wrench in the heart for him and the kids as
well.

Building the house was an arduous labor
of love for Jodu babu. Money had to be
arranged before any construction could
begin on the plot. Squatting and pilfering
at the site were a constant nuisance. The
contractor was good for nothing. Lack of
regular supervision of construction all the
way from Jagannath Dutta Lane slowed
down the pace of work. The project
dragged on but finally, one day, it was
complete and Jodu babu and family were
at last home in Gol Park.

The next day Jodu babu was on the
balcony with his morning cuppa, blissfully
sipping time away when he spotted a
procession of people streaming in,
carrying all manner of things like “joda
illish” on a ceremonial “Kulo,” cellophane
wrapped packs of cashew, walnuts and
almonds, earthen decorated pots of
sweets and “rabri,” and a 25 kg bag of
superfine basmati rice.

Jodu babu rushed down shouting “Stop,
stop!” A young man came forward with his
hands folded in a namaskar and said, “Sir, |
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am Poltu, | have a small store, a stone’s
throw from here and all this is my
humble way of welcoming you and your
family to our neighborhood.” Before
Jodu babu could say anything, he
continued, “Sir my store is the local go-
to place for all your wants, from
gamchha to Jhorna ghee, gobindo bhog
to Ganesher tel, hojmi to Horlicks,
mineral water to Maggi instant noodles,
pa(n)chphoron to Parle biscoot, and you
can have them all at handsome
discounts, sir.”

Jodu babu, pointing to all the stuff
brought in, said, “But Poltu, | can’t
possibly take all this for free! Tell me
how much | owe you.”

Poltu stuck out his tongue in
embarrassment a la Ma Kali and said,
“Sir please let me atone for my sins.
Much of my shop is built with some of

'BANKSHARES
Banking Made Easy

BankWithUnited.com

JUNITED ¢

the steel rods, stone chips and bags of
cement | pilfered from your construction
site”.

Eyes blazing with rage, Jodu Babu was
about to give Poltu a piece of his mind but
Poltu continued unfazed. “Sir |
subsequently prayed to Ma Kali for
forgiveness. But Ma Kali appeared before
me in a dream last night and said that |
must pay penance for my sins by meeting
you, confessing, and giving back what |
owe you the best way | can. This sir, is my
humble first installment.”

Jodu babu was speechless. We live in an
unpredictable world. Expect the
unexpected.

A creative director by profession he was
recently honored with the Facebook Thumb
Stoppers Award of Excellence at the Cannes
Golden Lions Global Fest of Excellence in
Advertising.

2775 Old Milton Parkway,
Suite 100
Alpharetta, GA 30009

470-615-6320

N
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BANGLADESHI
GROCERY PLUS

Fresh groceries and daily essentials

GRAND PLACE
EVENT HALL

Spacious venue for parties, and community
events.

5953 Buford Hwy, Suite 102, 103, 140
Doraville, GA 30340

+1 404-518-1404 / +1 678-628-9281




Shubho Durga Puja & Bijoya Dashami

Celebrating the spirit of strength, wisdom, and prosperity
with the Bengali community in the USA

\ you a joyous and presperous Durga

As we celebrate Durga Puja, we ot info serVIces we Offer
Services honor the spirit of strength,

Wisdom, and resilience. Just as this festival
unites communities, we strive to unite
technology and innovation to empower
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. 5 5 < Al & Machine Learning

Key Technology Partners
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Product Engineering &
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< QA & Test Automation

Atlanta Hyderabad Chennai

< Mobility & App Development

+1(734)-259-2381

& www.infoservices.com

< Strategy, Consulting &
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-The Umverse and the Creator

:} '?;:. ..Z_Aslt N Sengupta

We are used to Ilimits and three
dimensions, and essentially, we are
incapable of comprehending infinity. Yet
we do know now or feel that our blue
planet, our home, is surrounded by a
mind-boggling infinite void.

But it was not seen that way in the old
days or even during the Renaissance
period, which covered the 15th and 16th
centuries. We find glorious examples of
the prevailing concept of the Universe of
the time, in paintings by Leonardo DaVinci
and others, showing the Earth as the
center of the Universe, including even the
Sun, the Moon, the stars, and the Milky
Way Galaxy in the sky above. God, lesser
gods, and the prophets are also shown in
the sky. In fact, in a painting by Leonardo
in the Sistine Chapel of Saint Peter's
Basilica in Rome, God Himself is depicted
almost touching the hand of a mortal. To
complete the picture of the prevailing
concept of the Universe, there is an image
of Hell at the bottom!

Today, we do know that the Earth is round.
But people everywhere on this globe felt
that they were on top of it. But that is an
impossibility—or is it? Yes, it is possible,
only because the Universe, being infinite,
has no up or down, no this side or that, no
North or South, and no East or West.

Before humans could fly, they thought
that Heaven was above the clouds, and
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God Himself, lesser gods, and angels
lived there. They seldom thought of the
nature of this place. They did not
impose on this place their notion of a
habitable place, organized like their
towns or cities. They thought of a few
gods like Vishnu lying on a lotus in the
ocean or Siva and Parvati residing on a
Himalayan peak. But as we started flying
above the clouds and across the oceans,
we found no evidence of these.

Today, thanks to the almost infinite
quest of astronomers, supported by
probes into space by man-made objects
like the Voyagers et al, we do know that
we are surrounded by a cold and dark
infinity, in which there is an infinite
number of galaxies, which in turn have
an infinite number of stars with multiple
planets around them. The question
today is “Are we alone?” Even if there
are multiple civilizations, just like ours,
in our own galaxy, the chances of
communicating with these so-called
“extra-terrestrials” remain elusive. Even
radio signals would take some four years
to reach Proxima Centauri, the nearest
star.

Even if we could communicate with
another civilization in our galaxy, should
we? Suppose the difference between
their DNA and ours is only the same as
that between ours and that of
chimpanzees. Would they enslave us? Or
would we enslave them? We do not
know the answer. Either way, the answer
is unpleasant. Hence, | feel it may be
best not to try to communicate with
other civilizations.

Apparently, there is no evidence of the
existence of gods, except for the fact that
we cannot think of creation without a
Creator. Astronomers say that the
Universe started with a ball of infinite
energy. It exploded and led to the creation
of hydrogen, the fundamental element for
all that we see, including ourselves, since
we are 75% water or a mix of hydrogen and
oxygen. But who created that ball of
infinite energy? Science does not provide
any answer. Shall we call that great
unknown, God?

We have no clear-cut answer. But if we
search our own minds, we see that from
time immemorial, humans in all
civilizations have believed in the concept
of a Creator. Yes, the Divine does exist and
has existed throughout human history, in
our minds. Humans, in all countries and in
all ages, sought to make sense of the
Universe and created the Divine in myriad
forms to explain what could not be
explained in any other way.

He is one of the oldest Bengali residents in
Atlanta. He is an internationally known
architect-planner, responsible for planning
diverse projects. He lives with his wife and also
spends time with his two sons. He enjoys the
company of good friends and likes to read and
write.
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Are You Experiencing Symptoms

of Uterine Fibroids?

2% Severe cramping
f@ Heavy menstrual cycles

L { Frequent urination or bloating
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Freedom From Fibroids .
Without Surgery 2

Atlanta Fibroid Center® offers Uterine Fibroid
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& (770) 525-1174
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Sarbari Ghosh, a passionate visual artist and singer based in Johns Creek, GA, known
for creating expressive, thought-provoking paintings.
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RISE Financial Solutions

Retirement. Investments. Security. Earnings,

Zehna Schani

www.risefinancialsolutions.com

zehra@risefinancialsolutions.com )
404-910-3064 (%

Life Insurance = Business Insurance = Annuities

Health Insurance for =
+ Retirement Planning » Real Estate

Individual & Groups # Medicare

Rajarshi Chattopadhyay. Contempeorary fine
artist, writer, sculptor, storyteller, and poet,
working across both print and digital media.
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Mausumi Basu. Besides being a scientist, she enjoys working with and for youth.
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My footsteps crunch on the gravel road,
Excitement bubbles in my chest.

| am just about to indulge

In a treat that surpasses all the rest.

Golden curls, a sugary swirl,

Residing in the deep-fried world,

Hot and crisp, a sweet embrace,
Causing people to flock to it in a race.

Laced in syrup, rich and sweet,
A tangled maze of joy to eat,
Fragrant whispers, saffron’s kiss,
Every bite is just pure bliss.

Crispy on the edges, and soft within,

A journey of texture, thick and thin,
Golden threads, arranged with care,

A sensation of flavor beyond compare.

As | bite into that delicious food,

Both my mind and body feel so good.
Around the little shop, adoring chatter-
Gregarious or coy-it doesn’t matter.

Fried to perfection, made with so much love,
Sitting on a plate like a treasure trove—
Hail to thee! Jilipi, the warm, delectable one,

Creator of an experience that will disappoint none.

Adrija is 13 years old and wrote this poem after enjoying the
best Jilipi of her life every day during her trip to Kolkata last

December!
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Sophia, the Robot, should not be a legal
citizen of any country since she does not
have selective gender, nor does she
have original thoughts, feelings, or
opinions. Sophia is a mechanically
engineered android who is programmed
with artificial intelligence. Such robots
should not be given the same rights or
freedom as human beings because
machines of this kind could never be
independent or possess original
thoughts or sentiments. Involving robots
in everyday life may contain dangerous
hazards such as malfunctions and faulty
programming. Sophia and other droids
such as her should be used and made to
assist the growth of mankind, not to be
accorded citizenship.

Sophia does not deserve the respectful
rights of a citizen of any country because
of her robotic identity. This is because of
her lack of ability to function without
initial and proper programming. This
makes her thoughts, emotions, and
opinions nonhuman and unoriginal. Her
lack of humanity and originality should not
give her the right to do daily citizen
activities like publicly speaking or stating a
proper argument or thought. Sophia may
have the absence of all these abilities, but
neither does she have proper emotional

impressions. Every single one of her
emotional judgments is artificially
programmed and embedded into her

mother board. Another point is that she
only speaks and responds in
conversations with artificial intelligence;
hence, her way of talking will be simplistic
and not complex enough to replicate a
human being. An article from Harvard
University stated that Sophia’s citizenship
raises profound questions to be addressed
in ethics and law about what it means to
be considered a person, whether one is
human, animal, or machine. This
emphasizes the confusion of giving Sophia
such large-scale rights and how it is a step
too far for evolution.

Another doubt about Sophia’s citizenship

is her ability to malfunction. Giving an
object such flexibility of rights, even when
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it can be quite dangerous if anything
goes wrong, is irresponsible. If an
android such as Sophia doesn’t function
correctly, the issue can lead to
misconceptions and
miscommunications on a large scale. If
Sophia is used for assistance only, then
these malfunctions may be caught more
easily than if she were individually
functioning and replicating a human
being. There are also risks of physical
dangers and injury if Sophia is misused
or used incorrectly. Even though Sophia
does not possess any weapons or other
dangerous components, there is still the
possibility of physical harm if she were
to malfunction or be used improperly. It
is a foolish act to give something with
such capabilities without any proper
control over the responsibilities of a
human being.

Many may state that giving Sophia the
robot citizenship is a step further into
evolution. The reason for this is that
since Sophia has such advanced
mechanisms and knowledge, she could
be a useful tool for many different
technical jobs. She could also be used to
solve many advanced problems and
used to work on projects of many
departments with her infinite artificial
intelligence. A commonly used argument
states that Sophia, the Al Robot, has
intelligence systems that can process
large data and information. This proves
the scale of Sophia’s skills and how
much she could aid mankind. Even if
Sophia’s  abilities may aid the
progression of society, this still doesn’t
grant her the rights of a citizen of any

individual country. She could be of
complete use without as many rights;
therefore, her citizenship is unnecessary.
Sophia should be used and have the same
rights as a robot since she does not have
humanoid ingenuities.

Sophia is a humanlike robot programmed
by artificial intelligence. She is a
significant sign of use to the world as an
android, which assists society and should
not be part of it. Robots and other objects
such as her do not deserve citizenship of
any country for their nonhuman selves,
and because of the risks and the hazards
their malfunctions can cause. They do not
possess any initial thoughts or emotions;
therefore, they are unoriginal and can only
rely on their repetitive programming. The
citizenship of Sophia is pointless and does
not enhance the evolution of society.

Trishan is a 14-year-old student preparing for high
school. With a keen interest in writing, drawing, and
mathematics, rishan selected the controversial
subject of Sophia’s Al citizenship for this essay to
contribute their unique perspective to the ongoing
global debate about the role of artificial
intelligence.
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Where | Am From

Vivian Uma Miko

|am from the beeps of cars and the nights of stars.
| am from crowded cities with taxis coming by, bribing you to come and ride.
Iam from tall buildings that rise higher every day
With delicious foods that match my moods.

| am from the city.

lam from my nanny’s food that tickles my throat.
| am from the cuddles of my mom and dad.

| am from whistling trees and blooming flowers.

lam from the warmth of my bed.
lam from my dida's biryani rice
And the sweet, white pudding that rides down my throat.
lam from my ancestors’ home,
The dryness of India,

And the bravery of Europe.

| am from tall roller coasters that touch the sky at Coney Island
I am from lots of skyscrapers that tower over me.
lam from triple scoops of vanilla ice cream.

| am from puffy brown hair and brown eyes.

| am from my peachy skin too!

| am from interesting books and magazines.

| am from tennis and softball that bruise me up.
| am from the city,

And | am proud of my story.

Vivian is a fourth grader from Brooklyn, NY. Immensely
proud of her Bengali heritage, she enjoys singing, softball,
and spending time with her extended family in New Jersey
and Atlanta.
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The Final Battle

Blood red light dawns on a raging
warscape, but only two figures stand out
in the tumult. A bright red sari streaks
across the field, the warrior it clothes
sitting serenely on the back of a roaring
lion. The majestic beast tosses his mane,
sinking his sharpened teeth into a
demon before continuing to carry his
mistress across the warring demons. The
goddess silently praises her lion, before
spearing a demon and tossing it aside.
As she crosses the battlefield, the
goddess’s inky black hair wreaths her
enraged face, which in all its
fearsomeness is still tilted into a curious
smile. Her gaze is aimed onto a single
target while her ten arms occupy the
hundreds of demons surrounding her.
And so, the goddess Durga approaches
her lion, Kesari.

Sharanya Kar Bhowmik

Across the field a gruesome demon
surveys his land, smirking down at the
warrior goddess. The blue rakshasa
lounges in his chair, coiling a black strand
of hair around his finger. He would almost
be beautiful if it were not for the obvious
evil twisting his face. He conveys
smugness and mockery, so confident in his
victory that his weapons lay at rest. But
slowly, as his demons are torn down, he
begins to ponder. As the Dbattle
progresses, his face conveys
consternation, and as he sees his subjects’
dead bodies, rage. He lurches out of his
makeshift throne and swipes his scimitar
in one go. Watching Durga smile as she
races across the battlefield, Mahisasura
growls and begins to plan.

As Durga watches Mahisasura lazily rise,
she seethes with uncontrollable rage, her
face almost twisting out of her serene
smile. She sees his expression and knows
that the coward will still not fight. The
boon he has gained prevents him from
being killed by any man, a power he takes
too lightly and flaunts whenever he fights.
But no longer will the tyrant reign. After
all, the boon had said nothing about a
woman. Durga was the gods’ last hope,
being created from their collective will,
and she intended to carry out her task of
ending Mahisasura. But first, she will have
to tear through his endless legion of
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demons.

The details of the battle get hazy here.
According to some accounts, Durga’s
battle takes ten thousand years, as she
cuts down Mahisasura’s generals one by
one, fighting the horde without rest.
Other accounts say that Durga reaches
Mahisasura in merely ten days, choosing
to harm as few as she can. In the end, we
know two things for sure. Sometime
during this ten day, or maybe ten-
thousand-year battle, Durga crosses the
field to Mahisasura, and the goddess Kali
is born.

So, knowing this information, we return
to the battle. Durga has been making her
way through the hordes for five days, or
maybe it has been five thousand years.
Time works differently for the divine. In
any case, Durga is growing tired.
Thousands of demons lay dead at her
feet, and Mahisasura lay gloating in his
throne, miles and miles away. Instead of
succumbing to the endless exhaustion,
the warrior changes. She channels her
sadness, her fear, and her pain into a
singular emotion of rage. And for two
days, this rage keeps her awake. Her rage
fuels her and more and more demons
are laid to waste. But curiously, this
fearsome anger seems to be taking on a
new form.

s the battle continues and Durga’s rage
shows no sign of receding-a shadow,
almost a shape, begins to form in her
trace. This phenomenon is noticed only
by the defeated gods watching the
battle from far away, and their only

explanation for the strange form s
something almost inconceivable. However
odd it seems, the conclusion has been
reached by all the gods. Durga’s rage is so
vast, and so powerful that she’s managed
to create an entirely new being. Nobody
knows what this god will be like, but if they
have even half of the fury of Durga, they
will be something to fear.

On the ninth day (or nine thousandth year)
Kali is born. As Durga nears Mahisasura,
her fury grows so large that she cannot
contain it any longer. As Durga lets out a
guttural scream, the shadow behind her
finally begins to darken. And suddenly, as
Durga takes a gasping breath, the shadow
takes shape. A barely human shadow-like
figure bursts onto the battlefield, cackling.
The new goddess’s body is pitch black,
made from the night itself, and the only
thing that is visible on her is her bright
white pupils, and her blood-red tongue.
Immediately Kali lunges. She has none of
the graceful, learned battle of Durga, nor
the fearful hazardous slashing of
Mahisasura. All she has is rage. She attacks
with her bare hands, stealing bloody
swords from the floor of the battlefield,
clawing demons heads off in one swipe.
She laughs maniacally; her kinky hair
matted with blood as she finds new
targets. The gods from above observe her
grimly, knowing she is uncontrollable. But
right now, she is useful.

Durga smiles at the sight of Kali, and she
knows the battle is nearing to an end. Now
that there is someone to ensure the
demons do not wreak further havoc, she
will seek out Mahisasura. She whispers in
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Kesari’s ear, and once again, the goddess
and her lion are off.

Now not very far away at all
Mahishasura paces. His forces have
been decimated, and the new addition
of Kali truly means the total annihilation
of his soldiers. Durga approaches
swiftly, and he knows she will be here
before nightfall. Sighing, he thinks back
to where his mistakes started. He began
as nothing but a devout rakshasa, he had
meditated through storms, and starved
for years, to be granted the boon he
had. Was it really so wrong, to want to
have power? In truth, he already knows
the outcome of this battle. Durga is
fiercer, much fiercer than he will ever
be, and behind her is Kali. But that does
not mean he will not give her a fight.

The battle is frantic and awe inducing.
While everyone almost certainly knows
the outcome, Mahisasura is still a
fearsome opponent. He thunders out
onto the battlefield in the form of a
roaring onyx bull Kesari and Durga
move in tandem, slashing and jabbing at
the bull’'s horns as it weaves back and
forth. Snorting in frustration,
Mahisasura slips into the form of a lion,
attempting to at least rid Durga of
Kesari. But this doesn’t work either,
Kesari matching the demon’s heavy
claws with snarls and fangs of his own.
Like this, the fight continues. Mahisasura
shifts in and out of forms and Durga

slowly beats him down, switching
between weapons and arms. In the
background, Kali continues her

terrorization of the demons. Both

goddesses have the upper hand, and they
are aware of it.

After a long thousand years, or maybe it
was merely a day, Mahisasura finally
slows. He transforms into his original form,
panting, with a scimitar in hand. Seeing
this, Durga finally dismounts. She gestures
Kesari away and drops all her weapons
except for a single spear. Both beings drop
into the proper battle stance, still
observing proper etiquette.

Durga smiles and Mahisasura scowls. And
then they rush at each other. Sword
clashes against spear as they both channel
the last of their energy into the fearsome
battle. Slowly Durga’s spear pushes the
demon back, further and further, till they
are sparring in front of Mahisasura’s
throne. Their battle carves valleys into the
ground and shakes the ground till even
thousand-year-old mountains dislodge.
And finally, when even the gods have
given up hope on the battle ever ending.
Durga pins him.

The panting goddess stands with one foot
on Mahisasura’s bloodied body. He knows
he is beat. He doesn’t attempt to struggle
as Durga raises her spear. All he does is
look up and pray for the final time.

The spear comes down in a clean slice.
Durga’s smile drops. He was a good
opponent; she didn’t take joy in killing him.
But her task was done, and she knew it was
for the better. She stands panting above
the limp body, all the phantom pains of
her long battle finally catching up to her.
She feels ready to cry but does not have a
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single ounce of strength left to do so.
Before slumping to the ground, she
fumbles for her conch and blows a
mournful victory tune. Then finally, she
falls to the ground in exhaustion as
Kesari pads towards her, rubbing his
head along her sore body. Kali silently
joins her, appearing from nowhere, her
task presumably complete. Soon, they
will celebrate, they will wipe the blood
off their clothes and remove the bodies,
and all the pain of the battle will be
forgotten. But for now, the three figures
gaze out onto the decimated land, and
rest.

Sophomore at Gwinnett School of Mathematics,
Science and Technology. Passionate about reading,
hiking, and music. Enthusiastic about history,
engaged in social causes.

d brought fresh from home!
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What are we?

‘Anahita Chowdhury

| am part of more,
Than what the human eye see,
| am Brahman.

The world that we see,
Nothing but an illusion,
Our world is called Maya.

Maya is part of more,
A bigger reality,
Called Brahman.

| am Brahman,
And Brahman is me and you,
All is part of Brahman.

Anahita, 13, is a senior Bharatnatyam
dancer, passiocnate about violin, guitar, and
vocals. She excels in track and cross-
country running, was a competitive
swimmer for 3 years, and loves reading,
writing, and drawing.

GEORGIA
CONSULTING

Pramod Sathe keeping, payroll, new business

FIMA AL CONSULTANT & CED

business and non-profit tax

returns
Financial: iremant planning, annuities, life

and term insurance
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Since 2023, we have mourned the loss of several incredible individuals. We remain
profoundly indebted to them for their dedication to BAGA. Their contributions have
left a lasting legacy for which we are deeply grateful.

Anil Chakraberty
Jagadjsh Deb Sildar
Kiriti Gupta

Nripen Bose

P.K Das

Parnika Chakraberty
Pranab Lahiri

Ranen Chattterjee
Shyamali Das

Beyond these dear members, we also extend our deepest condolences to the families
of other valuable people lost within the greater Bengali community.
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Shareholder - Atlanta, 6A @ gcott.ratchick@chamberlainlaw.com
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Wishing our wonderful community
Joy, prosperity, and togetherness.

- May the festive season bring smiles,
uﬂ*%d, laughter, and cherished memories
4 \Va for alll

-

‘\t Abhishek, Aaleyah & Tanushree
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