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D  I  S  C  L  A  I  M  E  R
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Information contained in published articles/works have been obtained by Pratichi editorial board 
2022 from authors, writers or individuals believed to be reliable. However, neither editorial board 
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accuracy or completeness of any information published herein and printing company shall be 
responsible for any errors, omissions, or claims for damages, arising out of use, inability to use, or 
with regard to the accuracy or sufficiency of the information contained in the Pratichi magazines. 
None of the contents of the materials published herein was evaluated by peer reviewers.  
Magazine planning and layout were created by the Pratichi editorial board 2022 with zero 
responsibility.    

No responsibility is assumed by the BAGA or Editorial board in the published material. All rights 
reserved. No part of any published work can be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
otherwise, without written permission from the BAGA executive committee or authors. 
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lanning a large-scale event such as Durga Puja 
is very complex and demands a lot of time, 
energy, and effort. It requires the hard work of 

many individuals and the acquirement of the deities and 
votive ingredients, many of which are difficult to obtain 
in the United States.  Since its founding in 1979, many of 
BAGA’s Pujas and festivals have been organized within 
educational foundations in which unpaid volunteers 
must set up a make-shift mandir and run alongside their 
full-time jobs. This continued until 2020, whereupon the 
COVID-19 pandemic made it impossible to host events 
indoors in public places.  For the 2020, BAGA Durga Puja, 
thanks to Mistidi graciously offering her home’s garage, 
BAGA EC-2020 was able to live-stream a small-scale 
Puja.  
 
However, if BAGA had its own mandir, planning the 2020 
Durga Puja would have been made easier and less 
frantic. It would also make planning large-scale events 
in the future much simpler and easier. Though it has been 
over 40 years since the first BAGA festivities have been 
planned, it’s better later than never.  
 
 
 

P 
Editorial

Parimal Majumder
On behalf of Editorial Board
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Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta
A Nonprofit organization under IRS 501(C)

Dear BAGA Family, 
 
elcome to Durga Puja of 2022. 
During this Durga Utsav, I cannot 
help but reflect on the creation of 
BAGA 43 years ago. When I first 

came to America over 20 years ago, I had a 
sense of excitement for what opportunities this 
country would afford me. Within that 
excitement, I also had a sense of loss, leaving 
behind my homeland, my culture, and, most of 
all, my family.  
 
Today, that sense of loss I experienced is 
greatly muted. Getting to know each of you 
through celebrations of our Bengali culture has 
filled me with vast amounts of joy. Not only 
does BAGA allow each of us to remember and 
celebrate our Bengali heritage and culture, it 
also provides us with another family.  
 
It has been a true honor and privilege to be 
allowed to serve you this year. On behalf of the 
entire executive team, I would like to extend 
our sincerest gratitude for your ongoing 
support. Your participation in our events is what 
makes this very special family possible. 
 
Durga Puja is a special time of the year and we 
look forward to sharing it with you. The Puja is 
organized to occur over three days, November 
30th to October 2nd. Over the course of these 
days, we will conduct sacred puja rituals, 
participate in and watch magnificent cultural 
events, and share delicious food.  
 
Celebrations like Durga Puja are exciting to 
organize and help bring the community 
together. We are proud that we have 
conducted many of these celebrations 
throughout the year and would like to reflect 
on some of these past events, which 
highlighted our culture and heritage, 
showcased our members creativity and 
talents, and allowed us to come together 
despite a global pandemic and economic 
crisis being the unfortunate backdrop of our 
everyday lives. 
 
For the first time since the pandemic began, 
we celebrated Saraswati Puja in person. 
Members that attended were provided a 
generous serving of food to enjoy while they 

celebrated and mingled 
together. The event also 
featured a children’s 
coloring competition, which 
saw many participants from 
all ages. Due to Omicron, 
the cultural program was 
held virtually, but it was still a 
success. This year, we also celebrated Boishaki 
Mela and Mahalaya for the first time in two 
years. Boishaki Mela featured performances 
from many of our members, who displayed 
immense, inspiring talent. During the 
celebration, delicious food was served and 
clothing/jewelry shopping was available 
through local on-site vendors. Mahalaya 
featured the beautiful deities and sacred puja 
in preparation for this Durga Puja weekend.  
 
In addition to combatting Covid-19, the world 
also faced great uncertainty this year due to a 
looming economic crisis. In America, inflation 
rates have been the highest they have been in 
several decades. Due to the generosity of our 
donors, we have been fortunate enough to 
overcome the debilitating inflation and have 
thus been able to still host events at the same 
caliber we are known for. After this weekend’s 
celebrations are over, we will still have Laxmi 
Puja and Kali Puja to look forward to in the fall. 
Our success in celebrating our culture through 
these events despite the many challenges we 
faced highlights the fortitude, determination, 
resilience, and perseverance of our 
community, which has made me immensely 
proud. 
 
I am grateful to all our members who have 
made the programs throughout the year 
possible. I would also like to offer my deepest 
appreciation to our senior members, who 
include past and present Board of Directors 
and Executive Committee members, along 
with our younger members involved in the 
BAGA Youth Committee as you have had an 
outsized impact on the continued success of 
building BAGA to the family it is today.  
 
May Ma Durga bring peace, prosperity, and 
good health to all of us.  
 
Dimple Majumder,  
President, BAGA EC 2022  

W 
�



BAGA Executive Committee Members 
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ur prayer for Ma Durga’s blessings 
for a healthy and happy life for all of 
us. On behalf of the Board of 

Directors (BOD), we welcome you and your 
family to attend and celebrate the Puja 
festivities. This year it is special, the Executive 
Committee (EC) is planning to celebrate 
the Puja joyously in full scale, as we struggle 
to emerge from the last two years of the 
Covid pandemic that gripped the entire 
world.  
 
Our success depends on all of us working 
together. The Board is working to address 
several short-range and long-range issues. 
We are also thankful to the EC for setting 
positive and inspiring examples to the 
organization for this year. We encourage 
everyone to find the positive and blend it to 
build a stronger foundation for the Bengali 
Association of Greater Atlanta (BAGA), an 
organization of Bengali diasporas from all 
over the world, for today and tomorrow. 
Please provide us with your constructive 
criticism and suggestion to help continuous 
development of the organization. 
 
We sincerely thank all BAGA members & 
friends, patrons, sponsors, and volunteers. 
Once again, we would like to thank all of 
you for giving this opportunity to serve you. 
We wish you all Happy Durga Puja and 
Subho Bijoya.  
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Dr. Dharmajyoti Bhaumik
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BAGA Board of Directors (2022-2023) 
   

Mr. Dipankar Roy Mrs. Sukla Mondal Mr. Kamalaksha Das Mr. Arindam Tapaswi
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BAGA BYC Committee (2022) 
   

BYC Coordinators

BAGA Sports club committee (2022) 
   

Left to right

Ananya Banerjee (President)

Aritra Saha (President)

Kindan Chakraborty (President)

Arka Bhattacherjee (President)

Ritsikha Mukherjee (President)

Sagnik Nandi (President)

Rohini Roy (Vice President)

Rishab Laskar (Vice President)

Prisha Jhari (Treasurer)

Sania Sharma (Treasurer)

Aryan Bhattacharya (Secretary)

Aarushi Guin (Secretary)

Prioska Baruah (Secretary)





 A  C  K  N  O  W  L  E  D  G  E  M  E  N  T  

Dear BAGA members, Patrons, Sponsers, and volunteers,
We thank you for your all supports!

BAGA Executive Committee
BAGA Board of Directors 

Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta
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Past Executive Committee

Year President Vice Presidents Secretary/Jt. 
Secretaries 

Treasurer 

2021 Avijit Saha Sarbani Samadder 
Debasree Roy 
Romeo Laskar 

Dipankar Chatterjee 

 
Shantanu Paul 

2020 Kishore Chakraborty Shantanu Paul 
Joyshree Chowdhury 

Apala Sen 
Bishan Chandra 

Avijit Saha 

  

2019 Subho Nath Dipanjan Banerjee 
Kamalaksha Das 
Moitri D. Sarker 

Paromita Ghosh 
Sukla Mondal 

 
Biplab Chandra 

2018 Ayan Banerjee Subhadra Gupta 
Rajdeep Mondal 

Mohua Maity 

 
Anirban Majumder 

 
 

2017 

 
 

Jay Bhattacharjee 

Lahari Das 
Soma Dey 

Subhadra Gupta 
Kishore Chakraborty 

Mamata Paul 

 
 
 

Chaitali Nath 

 
2016 

 
Parimal Majumder 

Arindam Tapaswi 
Ayan Banerjee 

Kishore Chakraborty 

 
 

Manas Chatterjee 

 
2015 

 
Munmun Sen 

Mala Basu 
Parimal Majumder 

Arup Dhar 

 
Anshuman Guin 

 
Dipankar Roy 

2014 Sonjukta Halder Mousumi Karanjee 
Mausumi Basu 

Reshmi 
Mukherjee 

Sudipta Ray 

2013 Monamee Adhikari / 
Sumit Dutta 

Partho Banerjee Mousumi Basu Sudip Kundu 

2012 Abir Guha Thakurta Avro Deb 
Shankar Sengupta 

Ashoke Sarker Subroto Majumdar 

2011 Joy Bhattacharjee Dharmajyoti Bhaumik 
Krishnendu Das 

Monamee 
Ghosal 

Bhaskar Mitra 

2010 Achintya Dey Ashima Das 
Sumit Dutta 

Kaushik Basu Debatirtha Basu 
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2009 Priyabrata Dutta Debasree Chatterjee-Dawn 
Saswati Banerjee 

Joyita Bagchi 
Hedge 

Subhankar 
Mukherjee 

2008 Rabindra Chakraborty Papiya Dutta Mousumi 
Karanjee 

Shubu Mitra 

2007 Dibyendu De Shanta Gupta Ranjita Betarbet Umasankar Mondal 

2006 Kiriti Gupta Abir Mullick 
Anil Chakraberty 

Dibyendu Dey 
 

2005 Mamata Paul Sabari Roy Premananda 
Goswami 

Soumen Ghosh 

2004 Partho Mukherjee (Jr.) Mamata Paul Maitree Sarkar Sandip Dutta 

2003 Shankar Sengupta Amalendu Sarkar Raja Gautam Kar Sanghamitra Saha 
Surajit Roy 

2002 Raktim Sen Soumitra Chattopadhyay Sabari Roy Arunava Saha 

2001 Amiya Ray Chaudhuri Mridul Kumar Paul Amlan Mojumdar Surajit Roy 

 
2000 

Debashis Bhattacharya 
(partial term served) 

 
Working 

Committee : 
Sumitra 

Bhattacharya 
Shubhra Nag 

 
Timir Pandit 

 
 

1999 

Nita Bose Shubhra Nag 
Maya Biswas 

Ashoke Sarkar 
Madhumita 
Chatterjee 

Chaitali 
Chatterjee 
Anjali Roy 

Sharmila 
Chatterjee 
Sathi Karan 

1998 Sreeparna Roy Sanjukta Haldar Lekha Mukherjee 
Sabitri Pal 

Rajashree Jena 

 
1997 

Shailendra Banerjee 
 

Rajashree Jena 
Saibal Ghosal 

Gouri Banerjee 

 
Timir Pandit 

1996 Ashoke Bhattacharya 
 

Sanjoy Maity Joydip 
Bandyopadhyay 

1995 Manoj Chakraborty 
  

Ashoke Sarkar 

1994 Monica Mukherjee 
 

Anjali Roy Alpana Poddar 

Past Executive Committee  (2nd page)
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Past Executive Committee  (Last page)

1993 Shrimita Ray Chaudhuri 
 

Sumitra 
Bhattacharya 

Manoj Chakraborty 

1992 Shubhra Nag 
 

Kasturi Talukdar Nirmal Das 

1991 Kaberi Basu 
 

Partha 
Bhattacharya 

Gautam Goswami 

1990 Sumitra Bhattacharya 
 

Uma Mukherjee Anik Chakraborty 

1989 Dipak Bagchi 
 

Dipankar Sarkar Anita Chakraborty 

1988 Niranjan Talukdar 
 

Sujan Mukherjee Anjan Duttagupta 

1987 Alak Biswas 
 

Shrimita Ray 
Chaudhuri 

Dipak Bagchi 

1986 Ashim Dutta 
 

Monica 
Mukherjee 

Barun De 

1985 Ranjan Duttagupta 
 

Bula Gupta Soumya Das 

1984 Partha Mukherjee 
 

Rabi Basu Lali Derrick 

1983 Samarendra Mitra 
 

Niranjan Talukdar Samir Mitra 
Lali Derrick 

1982 Sabyasachi Gupta Alak Biswas Ashim Roy Priya Das 

1981 Bijan Das 
 

Samarendra 
Mitra 

Partha Mukherjee 
Pranab Lahiri 

1980 Mohit Sen Sumitra Bhattacharya Jayanta 
Bhattacharya 

Ashim Dutta 

1979 Jayanta Bhattacharya 
 

Partha Mukherjee 
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Extended Committee & Volunteers
Puja Team:   

•� Amrita Kumar 
•� Ayan Banerjee 

(Purohit) 
•� Chandra Roy 
•� Debjani Purkayastha 
•� Mahua Maiti 
•� Mala Basu 
•� Mamta Paul 
•� Pradip K Bhowal 

(Purohit Mahalaya) 
•� Shanta Gupta 
•� Sheuly Biswas 
•� Soma Dey 
•� Sukla Mondal 
•� Sukolpo Banerjee 
•� Sutapa Majhi. 

Fundraising:  

•� Ananda Rakhit 
•� Dimple Majumder 
•� Kiriti Gupta 
•� Kishore Chakrabarty 
•� Rajib Nandi 
•� Mamata Paul 
•� Shanta Gupta 
•� Shiely Biswas 
•� Sumanta Bhardan 

Decoration:  

•� Akashlina Sayed 
•� Amartya Basak 
•� Anirban Majumdar 
•� Anshuman Guin 
•� Arpan Banerjee 
•� Bharat Barua 
•� Biplab Chandra 
•� Debarati Deb 
•� Debasmita Banerjee 
•� Kishore Chakraborty 
•� Lahari Das 
•� Nilanjana Das 

•� Radhika 
•� Rajib Nandi 
•� Sheuly Biswas 
•� Subarna Chandra 
•� Sumanta Bardhan 
•� Sutapa Majhi 
•� Swapan Majhi. 

Help desk: 

•� Biplab Chandra 
•� Dibendyu Dey 
•� Kishore Chakraborty 
•� Mala Basu 
•� Manas Chatterjee 
•� Neha Chatterjee 
•� Nilanjana Das 
•� Prem Goswami 
•� Subarna Chandra 
•� Sutapa Mahji 
•� Swapan Mahji 
•� Umasankar Mondal. 

 
Logistics:  

•� Amartya Basak 
•� Anirban Ghatak 
•� Arpan Banerjee 
•� Guddu Choudhuri 
•� Rajib Nandi 
•� Sumanta Bardhan. 

 
Food:  

•� Arup Dhar 
•� Bidhan Sen 
•� Bishan Chandra 
•� Dimple Majumder 
•� Joya Sen 
•� Kishore Chakrabarty 
•� Parimal Majumder 
•� Rajib Nandi 
•� Sheuli Biswas 
•� Subarna Chandra 

•� Sumanta Bardhan. 
 
Cultural Coordinators: 
Saraswati Puja:   

•� Apala Bandyopdhyay 
•� Bipasha Sen 
•� Debarati Deb 
•� Geetanjali Talukdar 
•� Joyshree Chowdhury 
•� R ikhia Saha 
•� Runa Talukdar Mitra. 

 
BAGA Mela:   

•� Akashlina Syed 
•� Arup Dhar 
•� Chaitali De 
•� Chandrima Roy 
•� Debarati Dutta 
•� Dimple Majumder 
•� Dona Paul Roy 
•� Geetanjali Talukdar 
•� Joy Bhattacharjya 
•� Nita Bose 
•� Pompee Das 
•� Reshmi Mukherjee 
•� Subhadra Gupta. 

 
Durga Puja:   

•� Bipasha Sen 
•� Geetanjali Talukdar 
•� Mousumi Basu 
•� Nita Bose 
•� Rai Dey 
•� Ria Rakkhit 
•� Rikhia Saha 
•� Runa Talukdar Mitra 
•� Sarbani Samaddar 
•� Shankar Sengupta 
•� Surojit 

Bandyopadhyay. 
 

 
(Special thanks to all spouses of executive committee members (Parimal Majumder, 
Biplab Chandra, Arup Dhar, Surojit Bandyopadhyay, Alolika Dutta, Barnali Nandi) 
who were always there to extend their support.We are also grateful to numerous 
other volunteers who have supported us in many activities through out the year. 
We do recognize e!orts of Puja food distribution team, Volunteers involved in 
decoration set up and team involved to support logistical activities.)



OUR DONORS, 2022
• Alolika Dutta & Sumanta Bardhan 
• Amit Poddar Ananda Rakhit 
• Ananda & Ria Rakhit 
• Anil Chakraberti 
• Anindya Dutta 
• Anirban Ghatak 
• Anjali & Subrata Roy�
• Anuva Goswami 
• Anuva Goswami 
• Apala Sen & Surojit Bandyopadhyay 
• Arindam & Nandini Mitra 
• Arpan Banerjee & Akashlina Sayed 
• Ashim Saha 
• Avro & Jayita Deb 
• Ayan Banerjee 
• Bhaswati Chandra 
• Chaitali De & Subhankar Nath 
• Chandrima Roy 
• Debarati Deb & Sudip Majumdar 
• Debjani Purkayastha 
• Deblina Ghatak 
• Devi Banerjee & Manas Chatterjee 
• Devjani Purkayastha 
• Dharmajyoti Bhoumik 
• Dimple Majumder & Parimal Majumder 
• Geetanjali Talukdar  
• Girish Modi 
• Gita Datta�
• Hari P Chakravorty 
• Joy Bhttacharjee 
• Joya & Bidhan Sen 
• Joyshree and Arindam Choudhury 
• Kasturi Talukder 
• Kishore Chakraborty & Gargi 
Chakraborty 
• Lahari Das 
• Maitrayee Bose 
• Mala Basu 
• Mamata Paul 
• Minal Agarwal 
• Mohua maity 
• Moumita Das 
• Moumita Dutta 
• Mousumi Basu 
• Munmun Sen 
• Nandini Bhowmik 
• Neha Chatterjee & Dipankar Chatterjee 

• Niloy Bhattacharya & Chandrima 
Bhattacharya 
• Niranjan K Talukdar & Kasturi Talukdar 
• Papia Das 
• Papiya Dutta 
• Payel Dutta 
• Pritha Bagchi 
• Pranati & Sudhir Debnath 
• Protima Sau 
• Rai Dey 
• Rajarshi Rahut 
• Rajib & Barnali Nandi 
• Reshma Williams 
• Rubi Ghosh 
• Ruby Ghosh 
• Ruchira Roy 
• Runa Talukdar-Mitra & Arindam Mitra 
• Sanghamitra Roy & Pradeep 
Bhattacharya 
• Sangita Nandi 
• Sarbani Samadder & Amartya Samdder 
• Saroj Pani 
• Shanta & Kiriti Gupta 
• Shantanu Paul & Debarati Datta 
• Sheuly Biswas & Arup Dhar 
• Soma De 
• Somdutta Mondal & Sanjay Mondal 
• Subarna Chandra & Biplab Chandra 
• Sudipta Roy 
• Sujit & Malabika Bose  
• Sukharanjan & Malini Ghosh 
• Suma Roy 
• Sumita Chatterjee 
• Tanima Agrawal 
• Tanushree Guha 
• Tanushree Guha 
• Umashankar Mondal & Sukla Mandal 
• Varma S Meka 
 



30th Sep, Friday, 9:30 PM - Guest Artists -  Supratip Bhattacharya & Subhasree Debnath

1st Oct, Saturday
3:00 PM - "Shaam-e-gazal"  Adults vocal program directed by Surojit Bandyopadhyay
4:00 PM - "Bindhu Chol" kids program directed by Mousumi Basu, assisted by Sarbani Samadder 
5:00 PM - "Shapmochan" dance drama directed by Ria Rakkhit
6:00 PM - "Meghnad Bodh Kabyo" directed by Nita Bose, assisted by Shankar Sengupta 
9:30 PM - Guest Artist -  Jayati Chakraborty

2nd Oct, Sunday, 3:30 PM - Guest Artists : Mousumi Hossain & Ankita Bhattacharyya

Program & Schedule
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Puja:  9 AM
Anjali:  12 PM
Prasad distribution:  12.30 PM
Debi baron:  1 PM
Lunch:  1.30 PM
Guest Artist:  3.30 PM

Puja:  6.30 PM
Prasad distribution 
and Dinner: 8 PM
Guest Artist: 9.30 PM

Puja:  9 AM
Anjali:  12 PM
Prasad distribution and lunch: 12.30 PM
Cultural Program: 3 PM
Sandhi Puja:  6 PM
Arati:  7 PM
Dinner:  7.30 PM
Guest Artist:  9.30 PM
 



  
 

 

 

 

 
Journey 

Kiriti Gupta

The

 B  A  G  A

tarted in 1979, Bengali 

Association of Greater 
Atlanta, Inc. (BAGA) is a 

non-profit organization under the 
Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3). 
The following individuals who took 
the initiative, had immigrated to 
the United States in the seventies. 
Late Ashoke Bhattacharya, Late 
Mohit Sen, Late Nishit Das, Monilal 
Roy, Ashim Dutta, Partha 
Mukherjee, Aloke Biswas, Jayanta 
Bhattacharya. 
  
There is a common belief that if 
three Bengalis come together, 
they think about organizing a 
Durga Puja. And that's exactly 
what happened here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The initiators of BAGA organized 
and celebrated the first Durga 
Puja in 1979. Partha Mukherjee 
conducted the puja activities in 
Ashoke Bhattacharya's garage. 
Over the next 29 years, Partha 
Mukherjee deeply involved himself 
in the puja-related activities of 
BAGA. The first Durga Protima was 
arranged from Kolkata by Monilal 
Roy and Aloke Biswas. 
  
The initial name of the 
organization was Greater Atlanta 
Durga Puja Committee. It was only 
later changed to BAGA after a 
proposal by Sukomol Talukdar won 
the support of the majority of the 
members.  
��

S 
Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta

of
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The first official President of Greater 
Atlanta Durga Puja Committee was 
Jayanta Bhattacharya and treasurer 
/ secretary was Partha Mukherjee. 
Besides organizing Durga Puja, the 
Puja Committee decided to also 
organize Saraswati Puja. 
This was just the humble beginning of 
the first Puja activities of BAGA.1980 
to1983 Durga Puja was celebrated in 
schools in Decatur & Roswell. As the 
community interest increased with 
the arrival of new immigrants from 
India, the need for a bigger Puja 
venue was discussed, and IACA 
(Indian American Cultural 
Association) offered their new stage 
and auditorium in Smyrna to host 
future Puja activities: 
  
1281 Cooper Lake Road SE, Smyrna, 
GA 30082 
  
From 1984 till 2001 BAGA hosted all 
the religious and cultural events in this 
venue. It was during this time that the 
cultural activities were added to the 
program. This, for example, gave 
many children of immigrants the 
opportunity to involve themselves in 
Bengali culture via, for example, 
singing, dancing, and theater. As the 
participation grew, there was a need 
to provide more cultural opportunities 
to everyone. This resulted in 1986 in 
the formation of a second cultural 
organization called Pujari. 
  
BAGA continued to grow and soon 
became the largest Bengali 
association of the American South 
East. With the growth of BAGA, it was 
yet again time to look for a new 
venue. This time the Shamrock Middle 

School in Decatur was chosen with 
the help of the late Suparna Roy (Piu), 
daughter of the late Ashoke 
Bhattacharya. BAGA used this venue 
until 2011. 
  
In 2012, BAGA moved to the current 
venue of Mountain View High School 
in Buford: 
  
2401 Sunny Hill Road, Buford, GA 
30519 
  
On February 26, 2011, IRS granted 
501(c)(3) status to BAGA with the 
privilege of offering tax free donation 
to the contributors. With the 501(c)(3) 
status, BAGA drew more interest in 
the Bengali communities of the South 
East. In 2009, BAGA organized Banga 
Mela, which is a three day cultural 
event. It was both a cultural and a 
financial success for BAGA. Earlier in 
2001, Cultural Association of Bengal 
(CAB) offered BAGA to host North 
American Bengali Conference 
(NABC) in Atlanta, but due to the risks 
involved, BAGA did not participate. 
  
BAGA’s success story continued with 
the introduction of a constitution and 
the formation of the Board of 
Directors and Executive Committee. 
These administrative steps generated 
immense interest and ultimate 
involvement of the members in the 
community activities. Simultaneously, 
BAGA Youth Committee (BYC) was 
formed to engage the younger 
generation to the rich cultural 
heritage of Bengal. To support the art 
and literature activities, BAGA 
introduced the annual magazine 
Protichi (West), which is published 
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during Durga Puja. This has also 
helped BAGA generate revenue 
from advertisements in the magazine. 
  
The rapid growth of BAGA continued 
after the arrival of a large number of 
IT professionals from India who 
involved themselves more and more 
in BAGA's activities. Outpouring of 
interests in sports and games resulted 
in the formation of BAGA Sports Club 
(BSC). 
  
BAGA has come a long way since its 
humble beginnings in 1979. 
  
I hope we can continue to make 
BAGA a cornerstone of Bengali 
culture in the Greater Atlanta area. 
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HE’S DISCOVERING

THE MAGIC
OF CHILDHOOD
Now more than ever, I want my child to thrive. I found 
a school with highly skilled teachers who truly care 
about building up my child’s con!dence, so that he can 
make friends and discover the world around her. They 
provide a safe and nurturing environment where my 
son is encouraged to follow his curiosity and ignite his 
imagination. The Goddard School makes childhood magical.

Join the Goddard Family!

�����3**�*-678�1328,�7�89-8-32��

*Offer valid for new Goddard families at the above location only. Must enroll at event to receive discount. Some program restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. The Goddard Schools are operated by independent franchisees under a license
agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited.  License #CCLC-46120.© Goddard Systems, Inc. 2022

79;%2))��.3,27�'6))/
678-475-0701 • GoddardSchool.com

 
Infant through Pre-K

1
School

He's discovering the magic of childhood
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Daily Telegraph: 

#“Letters to the Editor” -  ,  

( ) – 

 Heading – “LUXURIOUS MORNING” 

“NT News, a Darwin (Australia) based 

newspaper recently printed 8 extra pages 

for people to use as toilet paper. This was 

done keeping in mind the mass stockpiling 

of toilet paper amidst coronavirus scare. 

Given the exorbitant price of news print, 

this may well be among the most 

EXPENSIVE TOILET PAPER in the 

world.”   

#“Obituary Ad” -  3,  ( ) – 

“If it is pain you give, my Lord, give me the 

strength to bear it, make my heart strong 

enough to carry your message through.” - 

for Founder, Managing Director, Mother 

India BIRI Co. 
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, , +”  ” -  

    ,  

*  ,  ( ) 

2020 Summer Olympics postponed till 

2021 due to Covid 19. This is 

unprecedented. It seems every 40 years 

there is a problem with Olympics – a) 

1940 - Summer Olympics got cancelled; b) 

1980 – many countries, including USA, 

boycotted this Olympics. 

*  8,  ( ) 

       

 – “     , 

    ” 

*  , 0 ( ) –  

  

“   – ) , ) , ) , 

) , ) , ) , ) , 

) , )) , ) , ) , 

) , ) , ) , ) , 

) , ) - , ) , 

) , ) , ) , )   

) , ) - , ) , ) , 

) , ) , ) , ) , 

) , ) , ) , ) , 

) , ) , ) , ) , 

) , ) ,  ) , ) ”  

       

   –     

    

 

*  ,  ( ) 

To prevent spread of coronavirus, a huge 

Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC) 

tanker truck was seen spraying 

disinfectant liquid (?) to all building 

exteriors accompanied with a loud 

announcement that everybody should 

close all doors and windows and stay 

indoors.  

*  ,  ( ) 

Newspapers were full of stories of people’s 

generosity during the Covid pandemic; like 

- an octogenarian couple, whose children 

live abroad, were helped daily by police 

and neighbors to voluntarily pick up their 

groceries and medicine. I was moved with 

stories like this. 

*  0,  ( ) 

Super-cyclone Amphan reached Kolkata 

with its full fury; landfall near Sagar Island 

at 2:30pm, wind speed in Kolkata, 80-

90kmh, total rainfall 244.2mm, 10-12 

killed. 

*  ,  ( ) 

     ,  

Immunity,    -   

  ;    - , , 

,  , , , , , 

, , ,    

    –    

        

Covid       

  ,     
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*  ,  ( ) 
    ,  

   
*  ,  ( )  
20 Indian soldiers were killed by Chinese 
PLA soldiers in the Galwan Border close to 
Tibet. Modi’s response was lukewarm.  
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Hours:  11:30 AM  -  9:30 PM

11:30 AM -4:30 PM 4:30 PM - 9:30 PM
$ 14 $ 16
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Sharodiyo Suvechha
To

BAGA Friends & Family

Dr. Avijit Ghatak
Cardiologist 

Piedmont Hospital
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MEMORANDUM

Habib Bijani

He was an active community member, 

business owner in Johns Creek for over 

10+ years kind hearted and always giving 

back to the community.



Get Free Enrolment 

Obamacare 
Health Insurance (Marketplace) 
���

� � � � � � � Ambetter, 
� � � � � � � Oscar, Cigna,�
       Bright Health, Friday Health,  
       Kaiser, Blue Cross Blue Shield,  
       United Health Care & Many More 
           
      We Offer Life & Disability too 

*Disability Plan (Up to 121 Years of Age) 
*Life Insurance Retirement Plan (LIRP) 

Dr. S. Sanyal, MD & PhD     

Contact Address: 

5095 Buford Hwy, Suite H, (NORTHWOODS PLAZA) Doraville, GA 30340 
 

Email: snrumas@yahoo.com 

Call or Text: 404-323-7878 
 
 



Uttam Dey Family

Best Wishes to All BAGA Members!

From

Saradiya Suvechha
&
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As the medical practice of Dr. Dhiraj Patel and Dr. Neil Patel, we are a full-service clinic 
specializing in adult internal medicine and geriatric care. From annual physicals to minor 
surgical procedures, our practice is committed to providing quality primary care. Dr. 
Dhiraj and Dr. Neil are both board-certified internists. Both physicians are affiliated with 
WellStar North Fulton Hospital. 

 

     

 

To 
The BAGA Family 

^ĂƌŽĚŝǇĂ�^ŚƵďŚĞĐŚŚĂ�

&RQWDFW�8V�
401 South Main Street  
Suite A4 
Alpharetta, GA 30009 
 
Mon-Fri 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
 
7HO: (770) 772-4044 
)D[: (770) 746-0742 
 
(PDLO��clinic@alphamed.sprucecare.com 
 

www.alphamedicalclinic.com      www.alphamedicalonline.com  
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The Spiritual 
Purport of the 
Message the 
Chandi 

 

Niranjan Talukder 

Tucker, Georgia 

 

he Chandi is a part of the 
Puranas (Mythologies) by 
Sage Markandeya. The 
stories of the Puranas are 
allegories, not historical 

accounts. Their literal meanings may 
mislead to superstition, and not 
convey the spiritual truth contained in 
them. The mythological basis and the 
spiritual essence of Durga Puja 
(Worship of goddess Durga) are 
contained in the Chandi. 

In the following passages, I would like 
to express in short my understanding 
of the message of the Chandi from 
my reading of a Bengali translation 
(Tara Library, Kolkata) and 
explanation (Sadhan-Samar by SriSri 
Satyadev) of the Chandi. 

Long, long ago a king named 
Suratha once became the ruler of 
the whole earth. But later he was 
defeated in battles by his enemies 
and receded to his own country. 

Even there, he was attacked by 
enemies. Due to corruption of the 
ministers and loss of treasury and 
military forces, he no longer had 
ruling power there. One day he left 
the capital on horseback for a forest, 
pretending to be on a hunting tour. 

In that forest, he came across the 
hermitage of Sage Medhas. There he 
met Samadhi, a Vaishya 
(Businessman) of a wealthy family. 
Samadhi had been dprived of his 
wealth by his greedy family members 
and then was also abandoned by his 
friends. Being in anguish, he came to 
Sage Medhas for solace. While 
waiting to see the sage, he was 
having worries about the wellbeing of 
his family. Suratha was also having 
worries about what might be going 
on in his absence in the capital. After 
discussing their problems, Suratha 
and Samadhi decided to see the 
sage together. Having listened to 
their problems and questions, the 
sage explained to them the reason 
for their misery and showed them the 
way to peace. The Chandi contains 
detailed description of that 
discourse. 

Before summarizing the sage's 
discourse, I would like to comment on 
the roles of Suratha, a Kshatriya 
(warrior type), and Samadhi, a 
Vaishya (trader type). On both's 
nature, there is strong influence of 
rajas guna (inborn quality), that is 
needed for the daringness in their 
activities. One of them lost political 
power, the other lost wealth. There 
seems to be a clear hint that worldly 
power and wealth are temporary; 

T 
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they do not bring real peace. 

Sage Medhas explained that the 
whole world is kept under illusion by 
Mahamaya, the mother of the 
universe, Who also removes that 
illusion when pleased. She is eternal, 
the universe is Her expression. The 
sage then described how 
Mahamaya manifests Herself to help 
the gods. Therein lies the clue for the 
way to real peace in life, which is 
Sadhana (spiritual practice). 

Sadhana, may be compared to a 
journey on which there are three 
obstacles that need to be overcome. 
The first obstacle is due to the demons 
Madhu and Kaitabha. The second 
obstacle is due to the demon 
Mahishasura. The third obstacle is due 
to the demon Shumbha. In the 
Chandi there are detailed 
descriptions of the battles against 
these demons. However, what these 
demons represent and the meaning 
of slaying them contain the gist of the 
spiritual message of the Chandi. 
Therefore, let us discuss these 
obstacles and their removal, leaving 
aside the descriptions of the battles. 

Killing Madhu and Kaitabha 

As the world was immersed in water, 
Vishnu was in trance.  In that situation, 
the demons Madhu and Kaitabha, 
coming into being out of Vishnu's ear-
wax, tried to kill Brahma. Brahma 
prayed to Mahamaya for help, and 
Mahamaya appeared out of Vishnu's 
eyes, face, nose, arms, heart and 
chest to take Vishnu out of his trance. 
Vishnu then fought for five thousand 
years to defeat Madhu and 

Kaitabha. Madhu and Kaitabha 
wanted to grant Vishnu a boon. 
Vishnu wished to be able to kill the 
two demons.  As there was water 
everywhere, the demons said "kill us 
where there is no water". Vishnu put 
their heads on his loins and severed 
them. 

Spiritual purport of killing Madhu and 
Kaitabha 

Demise of Madhu and Kaitabha 
means liberation of the spiritual 
aspirant's mind from illusion, so that 
the aspirant is no more attached to 
the transitory, untrue, worldly matters. 
That is the first condition for insight into 
spiritual truth. That it is not easy and 
takes long is indicated by the five 
thousand year long fight of Vishnu 
against Madhu and Kaitabha before 
killing them. 

Killing Mahishasura 

Gods fought against the demons for 
one hundred years and got 
defeated. The leader of the demons, 
Mahishasura, became the king of 
heaven.  Expelled from heaven, the 
gods followed Brahma to reach 
Vishnu and Shiva and told them 
about the misery.  Thereupon, bright 
rays of light radiated from the faces 
of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and the 
bodies of the gods to form a glaring 
female figure. Manifested in this form, 
Mahamaya, Who is also called 
Chandika or Durga, took weapons 
from the gods and fought against the 
demons.  After the demise of the 
demon solders, Mahishasura fought 
and got killed by Durga. 



Spiritual purport of killing Mahishasura 

Mahishasura's becoming king of 
heaven means dominance in the 
human mind of destructive passions 
like anger, desire etc., which are due 
to rajas guna in human nature.  The 
strong, afferent, beneficial 
tendencies of the mind are the gods, 
which are also due to rajas guna.  
Gods are fighting demons in mind's 
battlefield. Killing Mahishasura means 
total control of the destructive 
passions, without which real peace is 
not possible. 

Comparing the killing of Mahishasura 
by Durga with the killing of Ravana by 
Rama in the epic Ramayana and the 
killing of the Kauravas by the 
Pandavas in the epic Mahabharata, 
it is seen that the purports of these 
three different allegories are basically 
the same, which is destroying 
passions. In this context, it should be 
mentioned that Rama worshipped 
Durga just before killing Ravana, and 
that Krishna advised Arjuna to pray to 
Durga at the onset of the battle of 
Kurukshetra. 

Killing Shumbha 

The demons, Shumbha and 
Nishumbha, once conquered 
heaven, earth and underworld. 
Thereupon the gods chanted in 
praise of Chandika, "We bow to the 
Deity Who is present in all beings as 
intellect, again and again, and so 
on". The praises included presence of 
the Deity in all beings as sleep, 
hunger, shadow, power, thirst, 
forgiveness, origin, modesty, peace, 
respect, beauty, fortune, propensity, 

memory, pity, contentment, mother 
and mistake. Chandika appeared 
and, in fights, killed Nishumbha and 
Shumbha. 

Spiritual purport of killing Shumbha 

Killing Shumbha means removing the 
ignorance due to which the spiritual 
aspirant mistakes his ego for his own 
self. It is the realization that his real self 
is the Soul which is eternal and free. 

According to the Advaita 
(nondualisticVedanta), the Soul, 
Atman, is identical with Brahman 
(God). Mahamaya of the Chandi is 
the same as Brahman of the 
Vedanta. 
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Drawing by Vikramjit Chowdhury



Drawing by Elina Guha



Drawing by Tuhina 



Drawing by Tuhina 

Drawing by Anusha Saha



Drawing by Elina Guha



N
ish

an
t D

as
, 6

th
 G

ra
d

e
Ra

ya
ns

h 
D

as
, 1

st
 G

ra
d

e



Saraswati Puja Organized by EC 2022

February 5, 2022
Duluth High School



BAGA YouTube Channel



Baisakhi Mela Organized by EC 2022
April 30, 2022

DeSana Middle School





BAGA Picnic, 2022

July 31st, 2022
Red Top Mountain State Park

Red Top Mountain State Park







Fowler Park, 41110 Carolene Way, Cumming GA- 30041

BAGA





BAGA Durga Puja 2022



Temple Construction leaded by Bharat Barua



BAGA EC 2022
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BAGA Youth Committee (BYC) 2022
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BYC 2022 Officers and their accomplishments 
 
Sagnik Nandi, President:  BAGA, over the years, has 
endeavored to grow as an important stage to 
nurture, observe and celebrate the cultural festivities 
and traditions, that are Bengali (and also Indian at 
the same time), and not only turned this alternate-
home ‘homely’ for the first generation but also 
attempted to increase its acceptance and 
relevance to any neighboring non-Indian 
communities also, beyond its own second and third 
generations, without any prejudice.  

Being a member of the Youth Brigade of BAGA, I 
have been committed to do my bit to uphold that 
social-inclusivity, commitment, and contributions 
towards the various local community clusters, as 
significantly as possible, over the last three years.  

As we are all trying to come out of the grip of the 
Covid pandemic, as a President of BYC (BAGA Youth 
Committee) this year, I would continue to deliver my 
best with same level of integrity to keep the glory of 
BAGA’s tradition of standing beside the needy and 
voluntarily indulge into that service to keep the 
humane face of BAGA shining. All BYC comrades will 
actively participate in fundraising activity during this 
weekend of Durga Puja festival to maintain our post 
Puja social commitments operational and with 
broader reach, particularly during winter months. 
Cheers! 

Kindam Chakraborty, President: My name is Kindam 
Chakraborty, and my family and I have been going 
to BAGA events since before I could even  

 

 

 

 

remember, ever since I moved to Atlanta a decade 
ago. BYC has allowed me to connect with other 
students who share my culture and make 
relationships that I never take for granted. As a 
member for nearly 4 years, I have helped the BYC in 
leading yearly initiatives for charities and giving back 
to our community with events such as March of 
Dimes, Coronavirus fundraising, and our yearly Puja 
food stalls' charity. As a president of the BYC, I am 
grateful that I can both enjoy my culture with my 
peers and grow as an individual, all while 
contributing to the greater good of Atlanta. I have 
optimism that BYC, and the future leaders of BYC, will 
be able to showcase initiative and serve as a 
standard for the Bengali community through our 
work and support 

Aritra Saha, President: Hello, my name is Aritra Saha, 
and I am one of the BAGA  youth committee  (BYC) 
Presidents for 2022. I have been part of BYC for the 
past four years during which I have  actively 
participated in all BAGA events. As a President of 
BYC, I have had the fantastic opportunity to work 
closely with all BYC officers and team members in 
fund raising activities  such as March of Dimes 
Fundraiser, the BAGA Mela, and, most recently the 
Durga Puja fund raiser to help the Atlanta 
community. I am grateful to be a member of BYC, as 
it has allowed me to grow as an individual and give 
back to the community which has provided me with 
so much support. I hope we can continue to support 
the BAGA community and inspire future generations 
of BYC to take the initiative to lead and serve the 
Bengali community. 
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Arka Bhattacharjee, President:  I have been part of 
BAGA since I was about four years old. When looking 
at pictures of my Hate khori or my first stage 
performance at the age of 5, I feel a sense of 
gratefulness.  I have been introduced to the Bengali 
culture at such a young age because of BAGA. I am 
very fortunate to learn Bengali culture through 
various cultural and religious celebrations. I am also 
lucky to be involved in many fundraising and 
charitable activities as a BYC officer. 

 
Ananya Banerjee, President: Hi, my name is Ananya 
Banerjee and I am one of the presidents for BYC this 
year. I have been going to BAGA events with my 
family since I was a child, and the organization has 
become an important part of my life since then. The 
people I have met and the memories I have made 
will be cherished forever. This year, I am incredibly 
grateful to have the opportunity to play such a large 
role in BYC and make an impact on BAGA and the 
outside community. The officers and I have 
accomplished a lot, and we hope to continue this 
for the rest of the year. 

Ritshika Mukherjee, President: Hello, my name is 
Ritshika Mukherjee! I am one of the BYC presidents of 
2022. I was in the BAGA youth committee of 2021, 
since the whole world was recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic, there were only a few opportunities in 
which we could contribute and participate in. 
Through my position, I wish to continue to raise 
money for the charities that we have always been 
contributing to, but to also expand our wings and 
spread more awareness of our culture to more 
organizations. Through this we are planning to help 
more and more Indians around the globe through 
hard challenges being faced. I am so excited to see 
what BYC has in store this year to not only spread my 
culture, but to also contribute to the ever-growing 
society!  

Rishab Laskar, Vice President: I joined BAGA shortly 
after moving to Georgia from California, and in my 
opinion it had an effect in my life. I made various 
new friendships, and I always look forward to our 
various cultural events. Now as a BYC officer I would 
love to continue spreading the joy to my fellow 
members and community, that I’ve been 
experiencing as a young BAGA member. 

Rohini Roy, Vice President: So far in BYC, I've helped 
with food stands, mehndi, and fundraisers for BAGA. 
I look forward to increasing BAGA's partnerships with 
various charities and groups around the Atlanta 
area. 

Prisha Jhari, Treasurer: The BAGA Youth Committee’s 
purpose is to provide a caring and creative 
environment for its members. This year we came up 

with many different fundraising ideas at various 
BAGA events , which include selling candies, toys, 
and various other treats, as well as setting up a 
henna stall, which was met with a very 
positive  response. We also assisted BAGA members 
with puja and other cultural activities. I am thankful 
to be a part of BYC and for our youth club 
coordinators for giving me this opportunity. 

Sania Sharma, Treasurer: My name is Sania Sharma 
and I am the treasurer of BYC for 2022. BYC has 
provided me with the opportunity to serve the 
community by fundraising on different religious and 
cultural occasions. BYC aims to work with BAGA to 
raise money and donate to multiple organizations. 
Our youth committee helps to fundraise money 
through selling homemade items such as food and 
crafts. I am grateful to be a part of the BYC, which 
has not only allowed me to learn about my culture 
but also give back to the community. This year as a 
BYC officer, I hope to raise more money to donate 
than last year which had been challenging because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. With the position I hold, 
I hope to keep on serving the community through a 
treasurer of the BYC 

Prioska Baruah, Secretary: To me, BYC means more 
than just the events and people. BYC means 
teamwork and coalition which is exactly what I love 
to contribute in. Working with friends to raise money 
and volunteer for a good cause, as well as gaining 
experience in a field with peers. As secretary, I intend 
to bring all these together for my peers and make 
BYC the best positive environment it can be. 

Aarushi Guin, Secretary: I have been a part of BAGA 
for many years, but this is my first year as a Secretary 
in BYC. My position in BYC has helped me get an 
opportunity to spread my Spread the Vision charity. 
This charity collects old eyeglasses and donates 
them to less fortunate communities in India At the 
BAGA mela in August, I was able to set up two stands 
and it was a success. I also enjoyed being a part of 
the stand at the mela knowing the profits were going 
to charity. I do hope to continue to make an impact 
both inside and outside of BAGA. 
Aryan Bhattacharya, Secretary: My name is Aryan 
and I have been associated  with BAGA for as long 
as I can remember. With the help of my fellow 
officers, BYC has been able to help BAGA reach new 
heights that were previously thought unachievable. 
BYC has helped raise funds for charities such as 
Raksha, St. Jude's, and many more. I am honored to 
hold a position in BYC and look forward to further 
advancing the future of BAGA. 

 BYC 2022 Coordinators : Ms. Rikhia Saha  and Ms. 
Gargi Chakraborty 

  



Bondhu Chol‚a beautiful performance by the kids
From BAGA Facebook



A few pictures of Shapmochan program
From BAGA facebook 
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27th Investments, Inside Cover 2nd 
Abhijit Ghatak, 54 
All Termite & Pest Control LLC, 74 
Alpha Medical Clinic, 70 

Atlanta Heart Associates, 25
 

Bangladeshi grocery Plus, 38
 

Ashiana, 20

 
Chat Patti, 66 
Cheng Law Inc, 74 
Cherians, 68 
Deb Grocery, 32 
Deshi Street, 58 
Giris Modi Foundation, 19 
Goddard school, 26 
Greetings from Uttam Dey Family, 60 
Highglow Jewelers, 43 
Honda Carland, inside 1st page  
Indyvogue 
Malani Jewelers, Cover page outside 
Masala Indian restaurant, 48 
Medlock Bridge Mart,  
Monroe Insurance Agency Inc, 31 
Patel brothers, 64 
Peachtree planning, 59 
Progile tech, 32 
Rariro Mortgage, 66 
Sagepath, 31 
Samerndra Sanyal, 59 
Sani Inc. ( PRINT N Signs), 38 
Satish Menon Better Homes & Garden Realtor, 59 
Scicom, 4 
Suvidha, Inside cover 1st 
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