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Durga Puja

b+ CELEBRATE THE HAPPINESS
- ) OF FESTIVITY WITH SUVIDHA

Suvidha wishes you the best for the
festive season, may you be blessed with health
and happiness throughout the coming year.

por i . . DO CHECK OUT
All festive items and pooja related samagri OUR EXCLUSIVE

are now available at Suvidha - FESTIVE
Your one stop shop for all your needs!

SPECIALS

SUVIDHA INTERNATIONAL MARKET

SUWANEE | MARIETTA | ALPHARETTA | MORRISVILLE | CHARLOTTE
www.suvidhaonline.com






CONTENTS

Editorial Board, 1

Disclaimer, 2

siver / Editorial, 3

BAGA President’s desk, 5

2022 Executive Committee, 6

Message from BAGA BOD Chair, 7

BOD, BYC, BSC, 8

Message From GA Governor, 9

Appreciation of BAGA Members and Patroons ,10
BAGA Past Executive Committees, 11-13
Durga Puja Extended Committee, 14
Donations, 15

Durga Puja Cultural Program and Schedule, 16
A Brief History of BAGA / Kiriti Gupta, 17-19

AR

ST erRier @3 2 eenHfs / (@R iR, 21-25
O / iRet seaar, 27-31
A feferbyter 3wt / o Fertl, 33-37

@« / Tt vaol, 39-42

ﬁ@a 7 R / S T, 44-47
e / Wt (v, 49-54

the west 0T T — & A AR (AT SATHRIA / 31 wheiE, 56-58
The Spiritual Purport of the Message the Chandi/
Niranjan Talukder, 71-73

LJE))

@1 / R FE 61

AN [/ O ICWIAGIT 6 1
+Ragb / A GBI 62
(o / ANEHT SEHE 63
SR / S 6F 63
Ry /[ T 5H (HRA 62
sreuz / e bEast 65
a3 fofifR7 oy / Fu*i37 67
Aoy / 9@ vFaS! 65

AN AT/ @ SroR 69
2/ afeR g 69

Kids' Arts 75-80

BAGA's events, 81-94, 98, 99
BAGA BYC, 95-97

BAGA Financials, 100

Index, 101



BAGA

A5

The West
AT 2033

Bengali Association of
Greater Atlanta
(BAGA)

T el (Editors)
Parimal Majumder
Rudrasankar
Manas Chatterjee
Subhadra Gupta

efvgw SIib (Cover Art)
Indrajit Chowdhury

geen (Cover)
Subhadra Gupta

ARPF € T2 (Planning and Layout)
Parimal Majumder

S=pe TRCiRey (Other assistance)
Sumanta Bardhan

Subarna Chandra

Alolika Dutta

Dimple Majumder

#bla @ &1 (Publication)
BAGA Executive Committee 2022

www.baga.net



y
;

.___t,..: __YYHI’ ‘,\’_”
o Y
YYYYYL AR 2

o L L A M A\ -

A L)
. r

. - —
A X 3 : J

-t

3

~

- -

-
- -
y

)
~

LT b

H

TTEFPITRIsH

i
‘“}l

« &K

_~

~

-—
M "
v -
- -
~ [

R‘ e

-
-
‘e
-
-
..

8

b

IITETRIRTIRESS

BAGA

Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta

DISCLAIMER

Information contained in published articles/works have been obtained by Pratichi editorial board
2022 from authors, writers or individuals believed to be reliable. However, neither editorial board
nor anyone associated with Bengali Association of Greater Aflanta (BAGA) guarantees the
accuracy or completeness of any information published herein and printing company shall be
responsible for any errors, omissions, or claims for damages, arising out of use, inability to use, or
with regard to the accuracy or sufficiency of the information contained in the Pratichi magazines.
None of the contents of the materials published herein was evaluated by peer reviewers.

Magazine planning and layout were created by the Pratichi editorial board 2022 with zero
responsibility.

No responsibility is assumed by the BAGA or Editorial board in the published material. All rights
reserved. No part of any published work can be reproduced, stored in a refrieval system, or
fransmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise, without written permission from the BAGA executive committee or authors.
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Editorial

lanning a large-scale event such as Durga Puja

is very complex and demands a lot of fime,

energy, and effort. It requires the hard work of
many individuals and the acquirement of the deities and
votive ingredients, many of which are difficult to obtain
in the United States. Since its founding in 1979, many of
BAGA's Pujas and festivals have been organized within
educational foundations in which unpaid volunteers
must set up a make-shift mandir and run alongside their
full-time jobs. This continued until 2020, whereupon the
COVID-19 pandemic made it impossible to host events
indoors in public places. For the 2020, BAGA Durga Puja,
thanks to Mistidi graciously offering her home's garage,
BAGA EC-2020 was able to live-stream a small-scale
Puja.

However, if BAGA had its own mandir, planning the 2020
Durga Puja would have been made easier and less
frantic. It would also make planning large-scale events
in the future much simpler and easier. Though it has been
over 40 years since the first BAGA festivities have been
planned, it's better later than never.

Parimal Majumder
On behalf of Editorial Board

www.baga.net &/ 2022
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President’s Desk

BAGA

k Bengal; Association of Greater Atlanta

A Nonprofit organization under IRS 501 (C)

Dear BAGA Family,

elcome to Durga Puja of 2022.

During this Durga Utsav, | cannot

help but reflect on the creation of

BAGA 43 years ago. When | first
came to America over 20 years ago, | had a
sense of excitement for what opportunities this
country would afford me. Within that
excitement, | also had a sense of loss, leaving
behind my homeland, my culture, and, most of
all, my family.

Today, that sense of loss | experienced is
greatly muted. Getting to know each of you
through celebrations of our Bengali culture has
filled me with vast amounts of joy. Not only
does BAGA allow each of us to remember and
celebrate our Bengali heritage and culture, it
also provides us with another family.

It has been a frue honor and privilege to be
allowed to serve you this year. On behalf of the
entire executive team, | would like to extend
our sincerest gratitude for your ongoing
support. Your participation in our events is what
makes this very special family possible.

Durga Puja is a special fime of the year and we
look forward to sharing it with you. The Puja is
organized to occur over three days, November
30th to October 2nd, Over the course of these
days, we will conduct sacred puja rituals,
participate in and watch magnificent cultural
events, and share delicious food.

Celebrations like Durga Puja are exciting to
organize and help bring the community
together. We are proud that we have
conducted many of these celebrations
throughout the year and would like to reflect
on some of these past events, which
highlighted our culture and heritage,
showcased our members creativity and
talents, and allowed us to come together
despite a global pandemic and economic
crisis being the unfortunate backdrop of our
everyday lives.

For the first time since the pandemic began,
we celebrated Saraswati Puja in person.
Members that attended were provided a
generous serving of food to enjoy while they

www.baga.net

celebrated and mingled
together. The event also
featured a children’s
coloring competition, which
saw many participants from
all ages. Due to Omicron,
the cultural program was . 7
held virtually, but it was still @ @0 w
success. This year, we also celebrated Boishaki
Mela and Mahalaya for the first fime in two
years. Boishaki Mela featured performances
from many of our members, who displayed
immense, inspiring talent. During the
celebration, delicious food was served and
clothing/jewelry shopping was available
through local on-site vendors. Mahalaya
featured the beautiful deities and sacred puja
in preparation for this Durga Puja weekend.

In addition to combatting Covid-19, the world
also faced great uncertainty this year due to a
looming economic crisis. In America, inflation
rates have been the highest they have beenin
several decades. Due to the generosity of our
donors, we have been fortunate enough to
overcome the debilitating inflation and have
thus been able to still host events at the same
caliber we are known for. After this weekend's
celebrations are over, we will still have Laxmi
Puja and Kali Puja to look forward to in the fall.
Our success in celebrating our culture through
these events despite the many challenges we
faced highlights the fortitude, determination,
resilience, and perseverance of our
community, which has made me immensely
proud.

| am grateful to all our members who have
made the programs throughout the year
possible. | would also like to offer my deepest
appreciation to our senior members, who
include past and present Board of Directors
and Executive Committee members, along
with our younger members involved in the
BAGA Youth Committee as you have had an
outsized impact on the continued success of
building BAGA to the family it is foday.

May Ma Durga bring peace, prosperity, and
good health to all of us.

Dimple Majumder,
President, BAGA EC 2022

ot 2022 5



(2022)
BAGA Executive Committee Members

Apala Bandopadhyay

Sheuly Biswas

Sumanta Bardhan

Rajio Nandi

Subarna Chandra

Apala Bandyopadhyay has been a BAGA member since 2013.
Apala along with her husband Surojit and kids Sruthi
and Shreyan live in Cumming. All of them enjoy
being paort of BAGA activities throughout the
year and fortunate to have friends in BAGA.
Bandyopadhyay family sends you best wishes for
Durgcpuia.

Sheuly has been living in Atlanta since 2007. She moved here from
New York with her husband, Arup. Sheuly has been an
active member of BAGA since 2012, She has two
daughters who are active members of BYC. In her
free time, she enjoys hiking and spending fime with
nher family. Sheuly & a proud member of BAGA
because she enjoys the mission of cultural
awareness and philanthropic endeavors, Sheuly and
her family hope you have a blessed Durga Pujal

Sumanta has moved to Atlanta in 2019 from Richmond, Virginia.

" He lives in Johns Creek. He loves outdoor activities and
loves to spend quality time with his friends, his wife
Alolika and son Leo. Sumanta feels privieged 1o be
part of BAGA family which helped him to meet new
people to fill the void of being thousands of miles
away from family & fiends in India, Sumanta and his

family conveys his best wishes for Durga Pujo to entire
BAGA family and bengalis around us. Stay safe and

healthy.

Volunteering become passion for both Rajib and his wife Barnali,
They feel privileged to serve communities like “Boston
Durgabari” Massachusetts, "Sanatan Bengali Society
_ of Califomia™-California, “8harat Sevashvam

1\ Sangha™- Califomia," Vedanta Society of Southem

£ Califomia"-Los Angeles, "Bengali Associotion of
Minnesota"-Minnesota, Association of Greater
Atlonta”- Georgia. They always feel "serving for the
/ people is one of the mportant duties that can give
immense pleasure”, Rgjib and his family extend their best wishes to
you all for your happy future and the upcoming auspicious
occasions.

Greetings and Best wishes from Subarna & her family to all on the

. occasion of Durga puja 2022. Subama has been a
BAGA member for many years, She has been
actively involved in many past puja decorations and
various other activities. She and her famiy (spouse,
daughter & son) lives in Johns Creek, GA.

a8 022 www.baga.net



\BengaliZilssociationofiGrealergritiantayine

A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION UNDER IRS 501(C)(3)

ur prayer for Ma Durga’s blessings
O for a healthy and happy life for all of
us. On behalf of the Board of
Directors (BOD), we welcome you and your

family to attend and celebrate the Puja
festivities. This year it is special, the Executive

Committee (EC) is planning to celebrate Dhormojyvoﬂ Bhaumik
the Puja joyously in full scale, as we struggle

to emerge from the last two years of the

Covid pandemic that gripped the entire

world.

Our success depends on all of us working
together. The Board is working to address
several short-range and long-range issues.
We are also thankful to the EC for setting
positive and inspiring examples to the
organization for this year. We encourage
everyone to find the positive and blend it to
build a stronger foundation for the Bengali
Association of Greater Atlanta (BAGA), an
organization of Bengali diasporas from all
over the world, for today and tomorrow.
Please provide us with your constructive
crificism and suggestion to help continuous
development of the organization.

We sincerely thank all BAGA members &
friends, patrons, sponsors, and volunteers.
Once again, we would like to thank all of
you for giving this opportunity to serve you.
We wish you all Happy Durga Puja and
Subho Bijoya.

BOD Chairperson's Desk

BAGA

www.baga.net M 2022 7



BAGA Board of Directors (2022-2023)

Mr. Dipankar Roy Mrs. Sukla Mondal  Mr. Kamalaksha Das

BAGA BYC Committee (2022)

Left to right

Ananya Banerjee (President)
Aritra Saha (President)

Kindan Chakraborty (President)
Prioska Baruah (Secretary)
Arka Bhattacherjee (President)
Ritsikha Mukherjee (President)
Sagnik Nandi (President)

Rohini Roy (Vice President)
Rishab Laskar (Vice President)
Prisha Jhari (Treasurer)

Sania Sharma (Treasurer)
Aryan Bhattacharya (Secretary)

Aarushi Guin (Secretary)

BAGA Sports club commi’r’ree (2022)

.

b |

Mr. Arindam Tapaswi

www.baga.net



STATE OF GEORGIA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
ATLANTA 30334-0900

Brian P. Kemp
GOVERNOR

September 30, 2022

To: The Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta

GREETINGS:

On behalf of the state of Georgia, allow me to extend my warmest regards to you
as you host and participate in your event.

Please allow me also to welcome your distinguished guests, honorees, their
families, and other attendees.

I send my best wishes for a productive event!

Sincerely,

L.

Governor Brian P. Kemp
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Dear BAGA members, Patrons, Sponsers, and volunteers,

We thank you for your all supports!

BAGA Executive Committee
BAGA Board of Directors

f-%fﬁ;i Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta

e/ 2022
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Past Executive Committee

Year

President

Vice Presidents

Secretary/Jt.
Secretaries

Treasurer

2021

Avijit Saha

Sarbani Samadder
Debasree Roy
Romeo Laskar

Dipankar Chatterjee

Shantanu Paul

2020

Kishore Chakraborty

Shantanu Paul
Joyshree Chowdhury
Apala Sen
Bishan Chandra
Avijit Saha

2019

Subho Nath

Dipanjan Banerjee
Kamalaksha Das
Moitri D. Sarker
Paromita Ghosh
Sukla Mondal

Biplab Chandra

2018

Ayan Banerjee

Subhadra Gupta
Rajdeep Mondal
Mohua Maity

Anirban Majumder

2017

Jay Bhattacharjee

Lahari Das
Soma Dey
Subhadra Gupta
Kishore Chakraborty
Mamata Paul

Chaitali Nath

2016

Parimal Majumder

Arindam Tapaswi
Ayan Banerjee
Kishore Chakraborty

Manas Chatterjee

2015

Munmun Sen

Mala Basu
Parimal Majumder
Arup Dhar

Anshuman Guin

Dipankar Roy

2014

Sonjukta Halder

Mousumi Karanjee
Mausumi Basu

Reshmi
Mukherjee

Sudipta Ray

2013

Monamee Adhikari /
Sumit Dutta

Partho Banerjee

Mousumi Basu

Sudip Kundu

2012

Abir Guha Thakurta

Avro Deb
Shankar Sengupta

Ashoke Sarker

Subroto Majumdar

2011

Joy Bhattacharjee

Dharmajyoti Bhaumik
Krishnendu Das

Monamee
Ghosal

Bhaskar Mitra

2010

Achintya Dey

Ashima Das
Sumit Dutta

Kaushik Basu

Debatirtha Basu

www.baga.net
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Past Executive Committee (2nd page)

2009 Priyabrata Dutta Debasree Chatterjee-Dawn Joyita Bagchi Subhankar
Saswati Banerjee Hedge Mukherjee
2008 | Rabindra Chakraborty Papiya Dutta Mousumi Shubu Mitra
Karanjee
2007 Dibyendu De Shanta Gupta Ranjita Betarbet | Umasankar Mondal
2006 Kiriti Gupta Abir Mullick Dibyendu Dey
Anil Chakraberty
2005 Mamata Paul Sabari Roy Premananda Soumen Ghosh
Goswami
2004 | Partho Mukherjee (Jr.) Mamata Paul Maitree Sarkar Sandip Dutta
2003 Shankar Sengupta Amalendu Sarkar Raja Gautam Kar | Sanghamitra Saha
Suraqjit Roy
2002 Raktim Sen Soumitra Chattopadhyay Sabari Roy Arunava Saha
2001 Amiya Ray Chaudhuri Mridul Kumar Paul Amlan Mojumdar Suraqijit Roy
Debashis Bhattacharya Working
2000 (partial term served) Committee : Timir Pandit
Sumitra
Bhattacharya
Shubhra Nag
Shubhra Nag Ashoke Sarkar Sharmila
Maya Biswas Madhumita Chatterjee
1999 Chatterjee Sathi Karan
Chaitali
Chatterjee
Anjali Roy
1998 Sreeparna Roy Sanjukta Haldar

Lekha Mukherjee

Rajashree Jena
Sabitri Pall

Shailendra Banerjee Rajashree Jena

1997 Saibal Ghosal Timir Pandit
Gouri Banerjee

1996 | Ashoke Bhattacharya Sanjoy Maity Joydip
Bandyopadhyay
1995 Manoj Chakraborty Ashoke Sarkar
1994 Monica Mukherjee Anjali Roy Alpana Poddar

12
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Past Executive Committee (Last page)

1993 | Shrimita Ray Chaudhuri Sumitra Manoj Chakraborty
Bhattacharya
1992 Shubhra Nag Kasturi Talukdar Nirmal Das
1991 Kaberi Basu Partha Gautam Goswami
Bhattacharya
1990 | Sumitra Bhattacharya Uma Mukherjee Anik Chakraborty
1989 Dipak Bagchi Dipankar Sarkar Anita Chakraborty
1988 Niranjan Talukdar Sujan Mukherjee Anjan Duttagupta
1987 Alak Biswas Shrimita Ray Dipak Bagchi
Chaudhuri
1986 Ashim Dutta Monica Barun De
Mukherjee
1985 Ranjan Duttagupta Bula Gupta Soumya Das
1984 Partha Mukherjee Rabi Basu Lali Derrick
1983 Samarendra Mitra Niranjan Talukdar Samir Mitra
Lali Derrick
1982 Sabyasachi Gupta Alak Biswas Ashim Roy Priya Das
1981 Bijan Das Samarendra Partha Mukherjee
Mitra Pranab Lahiri
1980 Mohit Sen Sumitra Bhattacharya Jayanta Ashim Dutta
Bhattacharya
1979 | Jayanta Bhattacharya Partha Mukherjee




Extended Committee & Volunteers

Puja Team:

Amrita Kumar
Ayan Banerjee
(Purohit)

Chandra Roy
Debjani Purkayastha
Mahua Maiti

Mala Basu

Mamta Paul
Pradip K Bhowal
(Purohit Mahalaya)
Shanta Gupta
Sheuly Biswas
Soma Dey

Sukla Mondal
Sukolpo Banerjee
Sutapa Majhi.

Fundraising:

Ananda Rakhit
Dimple Majumder
Kiriti Gupta

Kishore Chakrabarty
Rajib Nandi
Mamata Paul
Shanta Gupta
Shiely Biswas
Sumanta Bhardan

Decoration:

14

Akashlina Sayed
Amartya Basak
Anirban Majumdar
Anshuman Guin
Arpan Banerjee
Bharat Barua

Biplab Chandra
Debarati Deb
Debasmita Banerjee
Kishore Chakraborty
Lahari Das
Nilanjana Das

Radhika

Rajib Nandi
Sheuly Biswas
Subarna Chandra
Sumanta Bardhan
Sutapa Majhi
Swapan Majhi.

Help desk:

Biplab Chandra
Dibendyu Dey
Kishore Chakraborty
Mala Basu

Manas Chatterjee
Neha Chatterjee
Nilanjana Das

Prem Goswami
Subarna Chandra
Sutapa Mahji
Swapan Mahji
Umasankar Mondal.

Logistics:

Amartya Basak
Anirban Ghatak
Arpan Banerjee
Guddu Choudhuri
Rajib Nandi
Sumanta Bardhan.

Arup Dhar

Bidhan Sen

Bishan Chandra
Dimple Majumder
Joya Sen

Kishore Chakrabarty
Parimal Majumder
Rajib Nandi

Sheuli Biswas
Subarna Chandra

Sumanta Bardhan.

Cultural Coordinators:
Saraswati Puja:

Apala Bandyopdhyay
Bipasha Sen
Debarati Deb
Geetanjali Talukdar
Joyshree Chowdhury
R ikhia Saha

Runa Talukdar Mitra.

BAGA Mela:

Akashlina Syed
Arup Dhar
Chaitali De
Chandrima Roy
Debarati Dutta
Dimple Majumder
Dona Paul Roy
Geetanjali Talukdar
Joy Bhattacharjya
Nita Bose
Pompee Das
Reshmi Mukherjee
Subhadra Gupta.

Puja:

Bipasha Sen
Geetanjali Talukdar
Mousumi Basu

Nita Bose

Rai Dey

Ria Rakkhit

Rikhia Saha

Runa Talukdar Mitra
Sarbani Samaddar
Shankar Sengupta
Surojit
Bandyopadhyay.

(Special thanks to all spouses of executive committee members (Parimal Majumder,
Biplab Chandra, Arup Dhar, Surojit Bandyopadhyay, Alolika Dutta, Barnali Nandi)
who were always there to extend their support.We are also grateful to numerous
other volunteers who have supported us in many activities through out the year.
We do recognize efforts of Puja food distribution team, Volunteers involved in
decoration set up and team involved to support logistical activities.)

a8/ 2022
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OUR DONORS, 2022

* Alolika Dutta & Sumanta Bardhan
* Amit Poddar Ananda Rakhit

* Ananda & Ria Rakhit

* Anil Chakraberti

* Anindya Dutta

* Anirban Ghatak

* Anjali & Subrata Roy

* Anuva Goswami

* Anuva Goswami

* Apala Sen & Surojit Bandyopadhyay
* Arindam & Nandini Mitra

* Arpan Banerjee & Akashlina Sayed
* Ashim Saha

* Avro & Jayita Deb

* Ayan Banerjee

* Bhaswati Chandra

* Chaitali De & Subhankar Nath

* Chandrima Roy

* Debarati Deb & Sudip Majumdar

* Debjani Purkayastha

* Deblina Ghatak

* Devi Banerjee & Manas Chatterjee
* Devjani Purkayastha

* Dharmajyoti Bhoumik

* Dimple Majumder & Parimal Majumder
* Geetanjali Talukdar

* Girish Modi

* Gita Datta

e Hari P Chakravorty

* Joy Bhttacharjee

* Joya & Bidhan Sen

* Joyshree and Arindam Choudhury
 Kasturi Talukder

* Kishore Chakraborty & Gargi
Chakraborty

* Lahari Das

* Maitrayee Bose

* Mala Basu

* Mamata Paul

* Minal Agarwal

* Mohua maity

* Moumita Das

* Moumita Dutta

* Mousumi Basu

* Munmun Sen

* Nandini Bhowmik

* Neha Chatterjee & Dipankar Chatterjee

* Niloy Bhattacharya & Chandrima
Bhattacharya

* Niranjan K Talukdar & Kasturi Talukdar
* Papia Das

* Papiya Dutta

» Payel Dutta

* Pritha Bagchi

* Pranati & Sudhir Debnath

* Protima Sau

* Rai Dey

* Rajarshi Rahut

* Rajib & Barnali Nandi

e Reshma Williams

* Rubi Ghosh

* Ruby Ghosh

e Ruchira Roy

* Runa Talukdar-Mitra & Arindam Mitra
* Sanghamitra Roy & Pradeep
Bhattacharya

» Sangita Nandi

» Sarbani Samadder & Amartya Samdder
* Saroj Pani

» Shanta & Kiriti Gupta

* Shantanu Paul & Debarati Datta
 Sheuly Biswas & Arup Dhar

» Soma De

» Somdutta Mondal & Sanjay Mondal
e Subarna Chandra & Biplab Chandra
 Sudipta Roy

* Sujit & Malabika Bose

» Sukharanjan & Malini Ghosh

* Suma Roy

» Sumita Chatterjee

e Tanima Agrawal

* Tanushree Guha

» Tanushree Guha

e Umashankar Mondal & Sukla Mandal_ e
* Varma § Meka




Program & Schedule

30th Sep, Friday, 9:30 PM - Guest Artists - Supratip Bhattacharya & Subhasree Debnath

|
' :
SEP 30, 2022
930PM -/,
BAGA - J
Puja: 6.30 PM Durga Puja 4

* - . Prasad distribution Artists
- v, and Dinner: 8 PM !
- | & Guest Artist: 9.30 PM

1st Oct, Saturday
3:00 PM - "Shaam-e-gazal" Adults vocal program directed by Surojit Bandyopadhyay

4:00 PM - "Bindhu Chol" kids program directed by Mousumi Basu, assisted by Sarbani Samadder
5:00 PM - "Shapmochan" dance drama directed by Ria Rakkhit

6:00 PM - "Meghnad Bodh Kabyo" directed by Nita Bose, assisted by Shankar Sengupta

9:30 PM - Guest Artist - Jayati Chakraborty

Puja: 9 AM

Anjali: 12 PM

Prasad distribution and lunch: 12.30 PM
Cultural Program: 3 PM

Sandhi Puja: 6 PM

Arati: 7 PM

Dinner: 7.30 PM

Guest Artist: 9.30 PM

A PRI on of Greater Atlanta
-

w‘wbaga,wa{,-‘
quclmli(_ms ¥
Jayati

Presents

AR STIFRSTA S AT S ST T a3 SeR ROy

" n2
ii0a Puja
\rtist

Oct 1
Saturday

930 PM ‘ - |

Kotz riew Hgh shoot 1ct Oct, Saturday at Movntainview High Schoof

2051 Surfly 8 R Lo e A 508

E Beagak Asscclation of Geeater Aflant
Mountain View Hgh School

BAGA Puja: 9 AM
%Lga Puja Anjali: 12 PM
Prasad distribution: 12.30 PM
Mousum' Hossah Debi baron: 1 PM
Lunch: 1.30 PM
Oct 2, 202 ol . Guest Artist: 3.30 PM

SUNDAY -
320 PM e

www.baga.net & 2022 16



farted in 1979, Bengali

Association of Greater

Atlanta, Inc. (BAGA) is a
non-profit organization under the
Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3).
The following individuals who took
the initiative, had immigrated to
the United States in the seventies.
Late Ashoke Bhattacharya, Late
Mohit Sen, Late Nishit Das, Monilal
Roy, Ashim Duftta, Partha
Mukherjee, Aloke Biswas, Jayanta
Bhattacharya.

There is a common belief that if
three Bengalis come together,
they think about organizing a
Durga Puja. And that's exactly
what happened here.

www.baga.net

A@ﬁmf%&

The initiators of BAGA organized
and celebrated the first Durga
Puja in 1979. Partha Mukherjee
conducted the puja activities in
Ashoke Bhattacharya's garage.
Over the next 29 years, Partha
Mukherjee deeply involved himself
in the puja-related activities of
BAGA. The first Durga Protima was
arranged from Kolkata by Monilal
Roy and Aloke Biswas.

The initial  name  of  the
organization was Greater Atlanta
Durga Puja Committee. It was only
later changed to BAGA after a
proposal by Sukomol Talukdar won
the support of the maijority of the
members.

48 2022
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The first official President of Greater
Atlanta Durga Puja Committee was
Jayanta Bhattacharya and treasurer
/ secretary was Partha Mukherjee.
Besides organizing Durga Puja, the
Puja Committee decided to also
organize Saraswati Puja.

This was just the humble beginning of
the first Puja activities of BAGA.1980
to1983 Durga Puja was celebrated in
schools in Decatur & Roswell. As the
community interest increased with
the arrival of new immigrants from
India, the need for a bigger Puja
venue was discussed, and IACA
(Indian American Cultural
Association) offered their new stage
and auditorium in Smyrna to host
future Puja activities:

1281 Cooper Lake Road SE, Smyrna,
GA 30082

From 1984 till 2001 BAGA hosted all
the religious and cultural events in this
venue. It was during this time that the
cultural activities were added to the
program. This, for example, gave
many children of immigrants the
opportunity to involve themselves in
Bengali culture via, for example,
singing, dancing, and theater. As the
participation grew, there was a need
to provide more cultural opportunities
to everyone. This resulted in 1986 in
the formation of a second cultural
organization called Pujari.

BAGA confinued to grow and soon
became the largest  Bengali
association of the American South
East. With the growth of BAGA, it was
yet again time to look for a new
venue. This fime the Shamrock Middle

4B 022

School in Decatur was chosen with
the help of the late Suparna Roy (Piu),
daughter of the late Ashoke
Bhattacharya. BAGA used this venue
until 2011.

In 2012, BAGA moved to the current
venue of Mountain View High School
in Buford:

2401
30519

Sunny Hill Road, Buford, GA

On February 26, 2011, IRS granted
501(c)(3) status to BAGA with the
privilege of offering tax free donation
to the contributors. With the 501(c)(3)
status, BAGA drew more interest in
the Bengali communities of the South
East. In 2009, BAGA organized Banga
Mela, which is a three day cultural
event. If was both a cultural and a
financial success for BAGA. Earlier in
2001, Cultural Association of Bengal
(CAB) offered BAGA to host North
American Bengali  Conference
(NABC) in Atlanta, but due to the risks
involved, BAGA did not participate.

BAGA's success story continued with
the infroduction of a constitution and
the formation of the Board of
Directors and Executive Committee.
These administrative steps generated
immense interest and  ultimate
involvement of the members in the
community activities. Simultaneously,
BAGA Youth Committee (BYC) was
formed to engage the younger
generation to the rich cultural
heritage of Bengal. To support the art
and literature  activities, BAGA
infroduced the annual magazine
Protichi (West), which is published

www.baga.net



during Durga Puja. This has also
helped BAGA generate revenue
from advertisements in the magazine.

The rapid growth of BAGA continued
after the arrival of a large number of
IT professionals from India who
involved themselves more and more
in BAGA's activities. Outpouring of
interests in sports and games resulted
in the formation of BAGA Sports Club
(BSC).

BAGA has come a long way since its
humble beginnings in 1979.

| hope we can confinue to make

BAGA a cornerstone of Bengali
culture in the Greater Atlanta area.

&Eirish Modi

Photographer
Videographer .
Journalist ¥ 3224 River Mist Cove
Philanthropist Decatur, GA 30034
Tel:678-632-3730
girish39@yahoo.com

gmodi3355@gmail.com

/!\
\ ))h
Free service to Non-profit Organizations
SINGERS AND DANCERS

Girish Modi Foundation for Indian Arts & Culture

N L
N Y




FINE INDIAN CUISINE & BANQUET HALL

A Banquet Hall Is

Where Memories Shine

e
|
\ :"", \
T e
Graduations Birthday Anniversary Corporate
Events

VISIT our website

AN

¢, +1770-446-8081 ¥ www.theashiana.net




_ v
STRT RIRTS OIR TR FSTThS

R @IFF

TG IO QAE ST
6T S0 @R, A= NI-
BT AT Y04 AT @
9 (P Gl
O G NAE F@E QAT e Jd
T | BI©S BICACY YR GiF I1 ©f |
STIRCS I3F @CY G (RIS fid T
SYT TIGT ([CYS AT G| FH T
@ AR O BT AR RN FE 5

e

www.baga.net

g AT 501 I3 | 758 /I @1 15|
R2® B 1 a8 % PPl QFAE
REF® I TR AT 771 KSRGS SIeIGr
ANHA®  BRIRI K@ RIS ARG,
IR @21 AT =T QFGT TS|
FEIFGT AT | ATEOT ALKA | FWGT IS
T ROTTG2 AFRIPFT 5OIR-G8JTS BT
M@ @Ol aF=T 26 AT AT
ReaEbiomed bl R auE aeiz|
RIS N IMGORT @ | 1= (A (5% 7

AT Q% GPIATRG SHF 3BT |

g8 2022

21



22

ISRTTG TP AGE ST [FgGT AT
A @ T 7O (& T

T GIFR Vb FEIF AT AT
NCU 0GR | ©ICOR (GICANCY YA G
1O | SHTCECS 1P ([CY G (RTSAT
fACSTd FOT SJCHI IITEIGT (FCYS AIAF
G | FTH G G AR | ©IF9F BT M
AN I 5P e |

g AT b1 I | f5g 3R

@91 AT | RS B (51 | @ T%

I | QT RBT© (I SRS ST AT
G SRMBT ANfA® BNSFE | 7Id
RNG WIS, FIRIFMZ @2 | BT *=d|
QFLT IO | FEFGT AP | ATH6T
KA | QBT IS | 7T [STTGS
TP BUT3-G]ATS JBT T G|
OFIRS 2 AT HROETA

A6 Hred bR AE Q4 arR|
RIS N NGORG] @ | ¥R (A g
R T 9% PRI AT 3|

O BIFTAT® AAN-AAN SIC]
IS, Q4 A N [GFCR AT @F
frafd GG 9® Ope & e @
ST SBg T2 BTCAG 7T 1 QeSS
T TR Q BIF AT Fomd AR,
A0S T 71 AN T 6F F
@CATZ, 1P T I T § TSI |
FeIFrel R I @F O[T I

(RG] 9 G TFHIE | IS
QI | IO T RN SIHFII
FICZ R | SART AT I fooq I
N AR

T ST AT YA | 51T
TP ST 05 G 9T JIB =G | 5T
ST QAT e I I SR Q6T
A | S ST BT 15 (TR FT5! I
AR AT SR QFATE AGTIRS |
Ak | FoARe@ T ST 99T SO

48 2022

A TR o | JRATCS <, O
&4 (G0 ST 2PITE T ToMh GOtz |
PIRMIGIGH <1|3(..<1.<1 AGqheT--- H], A BICY]
A I SHIS T ¢ | MUK o
U e 2T G 10T T | QU BY
TT-(eAT (72 (TTHA FOI TR TOI
AT (AT QFAUF A AT

N 23 T TSI IS AAN SO
Caf%a 9 eroefema | RegereR s
OCIRd IAGT T

TRINIR (N4 @9 2999 2@
iz | e G712 IS TS IR, O
OF IFAE TH FACO T A5 A
T I R | AT [0 5% A |
g O =18 413, NG ONFs FH
FERA|

CT2 BF | BIR¥F (N @F QF6T
IFT T Gz | ITNT TG e
TN [P TR | AT Z2-AFAK
T BRI | GG 9fO ¢z |

AT A TAC® BRI | B
G, (RICAT QP .<1II%(.\9 9[dId «{Ch
ATTST AT SO | 932 BT BT I1s,
FH AP | ITNT VTR AT 1T
g FIIRIRIAT A1 (T P (@A | (&
T a1, NRHF FOII BAETS TGP A8
MATGF AT NI FToT 0T ST

IR 10T AT NRISER i SIFE |
TFFCIR R 891 (90T 554 %
oI Ffere..

AT I, "B T
92"

MRS QT TH | I, "FfI@T
(FTCLT T2

AR AF T, "FITSN FR AT
(ST IO’ QN 22"

www.baga.net



"SI IFTS] G FIIOTT ANT3
QFTH A3 el [ear, o8 feeest
I |

"SI O SEg® HAT I

"BREAT-(PCGT T RIO] W@f
FUT IACO2 (A G| AT T3S
TS [T T BT, O TET? NGO FAT
AT MK YT TS FAK, VIS 6
QR T SO | 13 75 8, A 53

ST CNATEH 12"

'JA | TFE 15 *I=RAGT HTOATE
TRAY FAC@ I |"

IIW?II

"3BT NFSTTT 51 J | ST
e |" ST ST ST AT (O |

"1 523G FIAN | 9B 15T FCE
"

QT Y 2| (BTCAF ST AT
T GT2 TN SYF | oJCK (SCT AT AW
QRIS B 2 AR | ST I,
"SR 3]SI PR SMHE
oIt | QBid TSI gk 1= ¥d% 5%
QN S5 TG AR FUCAT 220 |

FRAPMEAD W& G O F Iz |

QI GFATT < | (T3 SR O] oA

AT SAD B9 QFGT 3w 77
TPz | GATE Y2 R FIr @002 13
AT 7192 (BT N o @ [
P QIR QeI |

"I &t 47 (o1?"

"I 2O I | B O
A | 1FT QFE T [ <aN -

"B T fOF | AT (BT IGATRC,
SURTSGT [T A 1"

www.baga.net

"QFRN T | IFAE | IFWT IR |
TS VAT TTH TSF-8 T | ST
AN SIBFPT | NG AN S | A FHAF A
OF AT el FNIAF AN, AT I
I TP T SIS I ICT IR N
SR SR

" G P IAEA"

"7 TR, GTGTR IR | SRS
& 1= (3| ST BT 5
A(JPR]T] OIPATN | ATGT ATSAT (51T AT |

G (S (8 Fo7ed, (1o gars
QRIS | Q (FIAT R, (AT FIS | AR
FE TRICK G, ST QFT TP

SR N |

QAN I FACE ST A 77|
T T (OLF SO | I NI
TRISd fTe38 IFAUTF, 6FoT |
HETFN AT (GF--- QFFN AT @3 |

(ST I % I ST
OGF @O1F FIfTh1s 7R | RIS
SAQ FHJ =191 (R WA D=, (6 @F
TR a8 RAPRR SRISET S
IR | ST AW Q0T TR S0 |
X I @ 5O & | 71y i v
(RO | SIRTSGT (TF (78 IQId STls
AT FACR!"

TSI B, SO o I AT
BT, T2 I, TN YK SN S
RIS OF T FE? TR NI BETS-T
(oI CRIAT? QN (BT A3 & ST
(I, FIIT S JCACRA - RIS
T B e 711 QTS NFIS
JOWT (BTCY O | SRS (TS (FIAT
IO BT REAFR AR, TR HHD

A I I, O AT 578 % 711 5B,
STOIF o] SRTSGT STl

g 2022

23



24

"JIFRFT ATFCe AR | GoAng =
ORS | (FIF OTYT 2o | AIRRISTTS & T
AT IO | TTTNT FIAKOE G

QBIRAN |

QP (SRR, TR Sf&sd
BTe] S T 3107 SIHT AR | <68 Qe
FIRS TR BT & et 771 3
FAA, T JIRIE A SRISGIE (W I

3, SR RIS FAT
IERAN | 58 &S fPIrT F@H | Songs
EAFAZA T @ FEFIAT 88 TR
TIRICS ST (I | (T8 RIS (A &
TR G, ATCS IHN!"

"STS GNTCT AR SURISGIE P
G- SERAR | A 7T
BIAN | A1 TN TR J1SIT AT

TIRISG IR Sl FE 91, SR 9F3 FE
NS IF 11 A SW 1"

AT QF AP TR 21T IR |
FARF T FIARL TR O@ QF AT
M A7 I 971

QAP SEIR-5TATF BIPI FEANP
Ry TRCe: ToTH | [Fg AT O=_A]
TAWT | SIhF FHAT OIS FICZ HeABHGa
(T RO SCST 1 Q3R 705 | AT
(O3 | FIGSCTF BIEII (RIFIA JICT, FAT
I NCOT JOI2 FIF (7N, OIF
ARANSE IATI 39 7 19 97
CTHICS TS | SRS, FeAPToR i A
TR AHITT BE FIOE ATEEAL S5
QIR 4 3791 Tt M | 717 s
TP 2, 9© AT TSI M 1A
T FOTR! OIS {J TR aF
Jat® O QRIS [P Bz | Iha
1T RPIPT I, T 3B AT 365 |
o7 (FES ST |

RS ORISR FAT LA ST
R (@FG FT FA-NGRTT T P

B 715 | ITNT A6 [RARE F057

RPRO22

@ | (TR 5T BATS BATSS T I
SR I | 57 TNCT NG AT I
IERE QG|

IR, AT BT =G | 1S
Ferprol Rpa | N9 RIF | O RS 1o
(RCT 50 JMBR I T, (FIAR N 7% G
9 7F FRIIAIG BT QA AAPHE
(PTG BT JMBR | T, O 5T IS
FY TAAT GBS |

P 9T | TYRAINS 35T N |
1S FEAFAE (T FEZA | TPTNIL
ARG (ATSTIOIAR AMEF I IR T
1A 3 /O FAT 3K FIEDG I [5G
HF |

T T T, QI B3 FI |
RITGTC 12 --- TIRTSBT Sy OIFT
AT | N TR 38 TSI JFHE FT-
(1T (G AFF (AT NLFST ({3 | SBT3
RFgma 42 281 a3 g I |
QRIS O (F0T TN TSI T | AT
AT AGQITRE AT AT1 T TSICTST
A 71 I GFATRA TR IS SRS
QT Rrfd, 29 Q11 41 27| e =ned
RIS FAT CTAIR | 25T, F2ATFR CTAI |

CTSGT OIS I el

5T® R 2R O 71 (TS O
1

AT 16 ST 20T | TSI
GRG FIFT | AR B 9Fed & 3
I | TGS IG© O | G =IO
QAT ST FRG | STAEAR IR T
MY ASI | RIGIROYT el | T SrT T
(51 | ST TN Sls AAS O3 TG
A QFGT ToRE (Sf T Iz |

NS 307 NI TP
SIS A | FFF (FIAT SR T
O ST TR (FCa (SN QIT910T AF
AT QAT --- BY ST | KIS “Ghod fo0G
TG A el @0 M, 73 fAfkeT

www.baga.net



Y AT ICPICAT W:’ﬂlk‘)ﬁ AT (Oh <RCd
(ST SO G- QN3 O AT |

TR BAGF 5O | (WA, (T3 2R
ATTIRoF AF | TUR| 6 RAF KRR
IR FI9 | A, O T AP | SPIES |

@ FEFNEG K | FH QFF
71 VB, Q3 (BT GT3 GAT ASTIReF 7l
eltn | TSRO THT | ONF (BT T8I FAT
T ATFFCT LG IR T

AT J& 8 J&IS (P OTFIeT |
O BICCY (FIAT IS (2| (A
QI R T | ST JERIGP TR I
RATZA?"

IR (BTCY ORI <121|, HIGIG) ?’1!
3"

T B9 I ¢ | BT 93 @S,
AFCH TF N To I &0 9 | IR

(I NCOT S T2 | ’ZoI%=0oT | 538 518191
T AT AR BTG |

(BT RGTOR AT I, "SI
T Froff?”

Il G ST f&iEss | Rewsrw
PTG TG | AFITCTS OIFT AN
AR | I 2 TSI, "LAT SRS
I fF G 5Ot e

1T @9 STEFIGS ¥IF (4T | I,

R 51 FIC, T TSI IPRIT
IS | AL 5T TN FHATSE BNF
TS |

RIS 060 RN S,
AN Qo FHATT 1 =< AP, SRR
IR TIBEE Jwd V9T | ©TR FH
FJoN |

www.baga.net

48 2022

O, FRS Fg -, GT6T Y05 aTT|
ST TR e &7 Yo et o1
BT @ AHH (RAST, O FoAN |
CTS AT | A ST TRTSGIS AT
7 {0 b13 | AT, B4 1"

FLE T TN T4 QAT TEIET
T AT (oI | NS T PR | @6 A G
CATF ATCTFC AN | AT I3, g2

"R GFIAT? AN (ST AT |
TR TR ANE T (I A12"

fITBT (IF SGN1AF Mol (RIGE |
FAAICTE O [od INAIF TS | BRI
(G5 CAATAT FF 2B | 7 7“1y ot
a2 b A i @FATA A G2
RIS CATS? (& S

Allantia neart AsSsociaies

& Convenient Locations

Same Day Appointments Available

Contact
770-692-4000

www.atlantaheartassociates.com

25



HE'S DISCOVERING

THE MAGIC

OF CHILDHOOD

Now more than ever, | want my child to thrive. | found

a school with highly skilled teachers who truly care

about building up my child’s confidence, so that he can
make friends and discover the world around her. They
provide a safe and nurturing environment where my

son is encouraged to follow his curiosity and ignite his
imagination. The Goddard School makes childhood magical.

Join the Goddard Family!

$100 OFF FIRST MONTH'S TUITION!

SUWANEE (JOHNS CREEK)
678-475-0701 - GoddardSchool.com

Infant through Pre-K

THE
@ GODDARD SCHOOL®

FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

*Offer valid for new Goddard families at the above location only. Must enroll at event to receive discount. Some program res(rcmns app\y Not valid with any other offer. The Goddard Schools are operated by ndependent franchisees under a license
agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. License #CCLC-46120.© Goddard Systems, Inc. 2(
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Daily Telegraph:

#“Letters to the Editor” - M5 20, 2020
(B&IE) —

Heading — “LUXURIOUS MORNING”
“NT News, a Darwin (Australia) based
newspaper recently printed 8 extra pages
for people to use as toilet paper. This was
done keeping in mind the mass stockpiling
of toilet paper amidst coronavirus scare.
Given the exorbitant price of news print,
this may well be among the most
EXPENSIVE TOILET PAPER in the
world.”

#“Obituary Ad” - T 3, 2032 (CTNE) —
“If it is pain you give, my Lord, give me the
strength to bear it, make my heart strong
enough to carry your message through.” -
for Founder, Managing Director, Mother
India BIRI Co.

SIS S T S1ToT (A3

*NTB 22, 2020 (IRQAE) —
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AL CAT 3 AL AT, TSR |
*Nb 28, 2020 (VEEIF)
2020 Summer Olympics postponed till
2021 due to Covid 19. This is
unprecedented. It seems every 40 years
there is a problem with Olympics — a)
1940 - Summer Olympics got cancelled; b)
1980 — many countries, including USA,
boycotted this Olympics.
*3[TB 28, 2020 (JTIMSA)
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*Qf¥1eT ¢, 2020 (MFAR)
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To prevent spread of coronavirus, a huge
Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC)
tanker truck was seen spraying
disinfectant liquid (?) to all building
exteriors accompanied with a loud
announcement that everybody should
close all doors and windows and stay
indoors.

*Qf?T 2, 2020 (TBERE)

Newspapers were full of stories of people’s
generosity during the Covid pandemic; like
- an octogenarian couple, whose children
live abroad, were helped daily by police
and neighbors to voluntarily pick up their
groceries and medicine. | was moved with
stories like this.

*(1 20, 2020 (JY]MR)

Super-cyclone Amphan reached Kolkata
with its full fury; landfall near Sagar Island
at 2:30pm, wind speed in Kolkata, 80-
90kmbh, total rainfall 244.2mm, 10-12
killed.

*§d $0, 2020 (JLIF)
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*TA SV, 2020 (FF]IR)

SITGATRIG NCFHCB AT ST BTOTR, SWoo
BTRFT (T |

*Td 99, 2020 (JHH)

20 Indian soldiers were killed by Chinese
PLA soldiers in the Galwan Border close to
Tibet. Modi’s response was lukewarm.
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AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE
CATERING FORALL OCCASIONS
WITH FULL SERVICE

OPEN SIX DAYS A'WEEK. TUESDAY - CLOSED

Hours: 11:30 AM - 9:30 PM

1713 Church Streel Decatur, GA 30033
Tel: 404-296-9999 Fax: 404-299.3036

www.mirchmasaladecatur.com

All Vegetarian JremsCooked Seperately

LUNCH BUFFET DINNER BUFFET

11:30 AM -4:30 PM 4:30 PM - 9:30 PM
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To

BAGA Friends & Family

Dr. Avijit Ghatak

Cardiologist
Piedmont Hospital
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DESHI STREET

BANGLADESHI RESTAURANT

Home Menu Location Specials Gallery Reviews About Us ) Order Online
“* ALL orders $50 or up will received a $10 QFF!

rold it &

$337 BUFORD HWY NE STE 150, ATLANT cA JO0341, PHONE

YOUR FINANCES CAN FEEL COMPLICATED
Let us be your financial guide

THROUGH LIFE'S MILESTONES. WHERE DO YOU WANT YOUR FUTURE FINANCIAL ROADMAP TO TAKE YOU?

H] n-\.'u_;_gm' Planying g éuotdion

Wishingyoua
Happy Dugrg".a Puja! m

dibyendu.de@peachtreeplanning.com ‘
770.330.5849

)
Dibyendu De, Ph.D. *
PROTECTION | INVESTMENTS | DISABILITY INSURANCE | RETIREMENT
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Habib Bijani
He was an active community member,
business owner in Johns Creek for over

10+ years kind hearted and always giving
back to the community.

B/ 2022 www.baga.net



Get Free Enrolment

Obamacare

Health Insurance (Marketplace)

Ambetter,
Oscar, Cigna,

Bright Health, Friday Health,
Kaiser, Blue Cross Blue Shield,
United Health Care & Many More

We Offer Life & Disability too
*Disability Plan (Up to 121 Years of Age)
*Life Insurance Retirement Plan (LIRP)

Dr. S. Sanyal, MD & PhD

Contact Address:

5095 Buford Hwy, Suite H, (NORTHWOODS PLAZA) Doraville, GA 30340

Email: snrumas@yahoo.com

Call or Text: 404-323-7878

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL A HOUSE?
How about an INVESTMENT?

Choosing a good realtor is the most important step.

Let me be your Realtor and help you with all your Real Estate
needs in the Atlanta region! Personalized service that will make
you feel like you have a true friend in Real Estate.
Ask about my referrals

Award Winning Realtor®
(i er (404) 731-5245
® «mn Sathish.Menon@MetroBrokers.com
it A Visit metrobrokers.com/sathish.menon or my facebook page at
T ttps://www.face com/Sathis lor

You just wont find better advice!




Saradiya Suvechha

&
Best Wishes to All BAGA Members!
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PATEL BROTHERS

"Celebrating Our Food....Our Culture”
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RARIRO

MORTGAGE ¢
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL [mes

The way you just imagined

GIJO MATHEW

120 BROOKEIVEY LANE
monmese ALPHARETTA, GEORGIA-30004
V' CELL: 678-488-4248

PH: 770-521-0044 (24/7)

FAX: 770-360-7770

Email: rariro@gmail.com, www.rariro.com

PERSONAL NMLS#164963
COMPANY NMLS#163642
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*.THE LARGEST SELECTION OF ﬂ';{f‘fl)iﬂ!lii;'i{g
' ymp g -\ HON
INDO-PAK GROCERIEES } h
ATLANTA-DECATUR
751 Dekalb Industrial W
¢ FRESH PRODUCE Decatﬁr,aGAQO(l)Jgfsna i
¢ SNACKS Tel: 404-299-0842
¢ SWEETS
ALPHARETTA - CUMMING
¢ SPICES 2255 Peachtree Parkway

Cumming, GA 30041
¢ LUGGAGE Tel: 770-888-4141
¢ COOKWARE

¢ AYURVEDIC MEDICINE DULUTH - GWINNETT
3890 Satellite Blvd

@ AND MUCH MORE A Duluth, GA 30096
| Tel: 770-476-0522
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§§ .~.€__( o - - %é
ii [[clinic ?
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§ - : éé
: Dr. Dhiraj Patel Dr. Neil Patel :
5 g
& . . o ) ) . %
8 As the medical practice of Dr. Dhiraj Patel and Dr. Neil Patel, we are a full-service clinic ;§
% specializing in adult internal medicine and geriatric care. From annual physicals to minor %
i% surgical procedures, our practice is committed to providing quality primary care. Dr. %
&{ Dhiraj and Dr. Neil are both board-certified internists. Both physicians are affiliated with ig
i% WellStar North Fulton Hospital. %
§ §
g %
Contact Us :
5% g 401 South Main Street %2
% Suite A4 g
iz Alpharetta, GA 30009 §2
% WellStar Partners , §§
;; Mon-Fri 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM ;é
g Adheri d maintaining t g
g - smend g Tel: (770) 772-4044 s
$ Fax: (770) 746-0742 ®
g %
it Email: clinic@alphamed.sprucecare.com §2
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The Spiritual

Purport of the

Message the
Chandi

Niranjan Talukder

Tucker, Georgia

he Chandiis a part of the

Puranas (Mythologies) by

Sage Markandeya. The

stories of the Puranas are

allegories, not historical
accounts. Their literal meanings may
mislead to superstition, and noft
convey the spiritual truth contained in
them. The mythological basis and the
spiriftual  essence of Durga Puja
(Worship of goddess Durga) are
contained in the Chandi.

In the following passages, | would like
to express in short my understanding
of the message of the Chandi from
my reading of a Bengali translation
(Tara Library, Kolkata) and
explanation (Sadhan-Samar by SriSri
Satyadev) of the Chandi.

Long, long ago a king named
Suratha once became the ruler of
the whole earth. But later he was
defeated in battles by his enemies
and receded fo his own counftry.

www.baga.net

Even there, he was attacked by
enemies. Due to corruption of the
ministers and loss of freasury and
military forces, he no longer had
ruling power there. One day he left
the capital on horseback for a forest,
pretending to be on a hunting tour.

In that forest, he came across the
hermitage of Sage Medhas. There he
met Samadhi, a Vaishya
(Businessman) of a wealthy family.
Samadhi had been dprived of his
wealth by his greedy family members
and then was also abandoned by his
friends. Being in anguish, he came to
Sage Medhas for solace. While
waiting to see the sage, he was
having worries about the wellbeing of
his family. Suratha was also having
worries about what might be going
on in his absence in the capital. After
discussing their problems, Suratha
and Samadhi decided to see the
sage together. Having listened to
their problems and questions, the
sage explained to them the reason
for their misery and showed them the
way to peace. The Chandi contains
detailed description of that
discourse.

Before summarizing the sage's
discourse, | would like to comment on
the roles of Suratha, a Kshafriya
(warrior type), and Samadhi, a
Vaishya (frader type). On both's
nature, there is strong influence of
rajas guna (inborn quality), that is
needed for the daringness in their
activities. One of them lost political
power, the other lost wealth. There
seems to be a clear hint that worldly
power and weadlth are temporary;
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they do not bring real peace.

Sage Medhas explained that the
whole world is kept under illusion by
Mahamaya, the mother of the
universe, Who also removes that
illusion when pleased. She is eternal,
the universe is Her expression. The
sage then described how
Mahamaya manifests Herself to help
the gods. Therein lies the clue for the
way to real peace in life, which is
Sadhana (spiritual practice).

Sadhana, may be compared to a
journey on which there are three
obstacles that need to be overcome.
The first obstacle is due to the demons
Madhu and Kaitabha. The second
obstacle is due to the demon
Mahishasura. The third obstacle is due
to the demon Shumbha. In the
Chandi there are detailed
descriptions of the battles against
these demons. However, what these
demons represent and the meaning
of slaying them contain the gist of the
spiritual message of the Chandi.
Therefore, let wus discuss these
obstacles and their removal, leaving
aside the descriptions of the battles.

Killing Madhu and Kaitabha

As the world was immersed in water,
Vishnu was in trance. In that situation,
the demons Madhu and Kaitabha,
coming into being out of Vishnu's ear-
wax, tried to kil Brahma. Brahma
prayed to Mahamaya for help, and
Mahamaya appeared out of Vishnu's
eyes, face, nose, arms, heart and
chest to take Vishnu out of his trance.
Vishnu then fought for five thousand
years to defeat Madhu and

e/t 2022

Kaitabha. Madhu and Kaitabha
wanted to grant Vishnu a boon.
Vishnu wished to be able to kill the
two demons. As there was water
everywhere, the demons said "kill us
where there is no water". Vishnu put
their heads on his loins and severed
them.

Spiritual purport of killing Madhu and
Kaitabha

Demise of Madhu and Kaitabha
means liberation of the spiritual
aspirant's mind from illusion, so that
the aspirant is no more attached to
the transitory, untrue, worldly matters.
That is the first condition for insight into
spiritual truth. That it is not easy and
takes long is indicated by the five
thousand year long fight of Vishnu
against Madhu and Kaitabha before
killing them.

Killing Mahishasura

Gods fought against the demons for
one hundred vyears and got
defeated. The leader of the demons,
Mahishasura, became the king of
heaven. Expelled from heaven, the
gods followed Brahma to reach
Vishnu and Shiva and told them
about the misery. Thereupon, bright
rays of light radiated from the faces
of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and the
bodies of the gods to form a glaring
female figure. Manifested in this form,
Mahamaya, Who is also called
Chandika or Durga, took weapons
from the gods and fought against the
demons. After the demise of the
demon solders, Mahishasura fought
and got killed by Durga.

www.baga.net



Spiritual purport of killing Mahishasura

Mahishasura's becoming king of
heaven means dominance in the
human mind of destructive passions
like anger, desire etc., which are due
to rajas guna in human nature. The
strong, afferent, beneficial
tendencies of the mind are the gods,
which are also due to rajas guna.
Gods are fighting demons in mind's
battlefield. Kiling Mahishasura means
total contfrol of the destructive
passions, without which real peace is
not possible.

Comparing the killing of Mahishasura
by Durga with the killing of Ravana by
Rama in the epic Ramayana and the
kiling of the Kauravas by the
Pandavas in the epic Mahabharata,
it is seen that the purports of these
three different allegories are basically
the same, which is destroying
passions. In this context, it should be
mentioned that Rama worshipped
Durga just before kiling Ravana, and
that Krishna advised Arjuna to pray to
Durga at the onset of the battle of
Kurukshetra.

Killing Shumbha

The demons, Shumbha and
Nishumbha, once conquered
heaven, earth and underworld.
Thereupon the gods chanted in
praise of Chandika, "We bow to the
Deity Who is present in all beings as
intellect, again and again, and so
on". The praises included presence of
the Deity in all beings as sleep,
hunger, shadow, power, fthirst,
forgiveness, origin, modesty, peace,
respect, beauty, fortune, propensity,

www.baga.net
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memory, pity, contentment, mother
and mistake. Chandika appeared
and, in fights, kiled Nishumbha and
Shumbha.

Spiritual purport of killing Shumbha

Killing Shumbha means removing the
ignorance due to which the spiritual
aspirant mistakes his ego for his own
self. It is the realization that his real self
is the Soul which is eternal and free.

According to the Advaita
(nondualisticVedanta), the Soul,
Atman, is identical with Brahman
(God). Mahamaya of the Chandi is
the same as Brahman of the
Vedanta.
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David graduated cum laude from Mercer University School of Law in 2012

After Law school, he obtained his ALM from Harvard University in 2020. His
practice is focused on assisting individuals obtain/file US visa applications, green
cards and citizenships.

David G. Cheng

Attorney

260 Peachtree St.

Suite 2200

Atlanta, GA 30303

Have a legal question? Call 1.470. A.LEGAL.Q
Fax: (312) 626-2487

Free Initial Consultation*
www.considerdavidcheng.com

Twitter: @lovemylawyeratl!
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Saraswati Puja Organized by EC 2022

Duluth High School
February 5, 2022
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BAGA Kids'Virtual Presentation

Please visit
www.baga.net




Baisakhi Mela Organized by EC 2022

DeSana Middle School
April 30, 2022
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Temple Construction leaded by Bharat Barua
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BAGA Youth Commitiee (BYC) 2022
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BYC 2022 Officers and their accomplishments

Sagnik Nandi, President: BAGA, over the years, has
endeavored fo grow as an important stage to
nurture, observe and celebrate the cultural festivities
and traditions, that are Bengali (and also Indian at
the same time), and not only turned this alternate-
home ‘homely’ for the first generation but also
attempted to increase its acceptance and
relevance fo any neighboring non-Indian
communities also, beyond its own second and third
generations, without any prejudice.

Being a member of the Youth Brigade of BAGA, |
have been committed to do my bit to uphold that
sociakinclusivity, commitment, and contributions
tfowards the various local community clusters, as
significantly as possible, over the last three years.

As we are all tfrying fo come out of the grip of the
Covid pandemic, as a President of BYC (BAGA Youth
Committee) this year, | would continue to deliver my
best with same level of integrity to keep the glory of
BAGA's tradition of standing beside the needy and
voluntarily indulge into that service to keep the
humane face of BAGA shining. AllBYC comrades will
actively participate in fundraising activity during this
weekend of Durga Puja festival to maintain our post
Puja social commitments operational and with
broader reach, particularly during winter months.
Cheers!

Kindam Chakraborty, President: My name is Kindam
Chakraborty, and my family and | have been going
to BAGA events since before | could even
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remember, ever since | moved to Atlanta a decade
ago. BYC has allowed me to connect with other
stfudents who share my culture and make
relationships that | never take for granted. As a
member for nearly 4 years, | have helped the BYC in
leading yearly initiatives for charities and giving back
to our community with events such as March of
Dimes, Coronavirus fundraising, and our yearly Puja
food stalls' charity. As a president of the BYC, | am
grateful that | can both enjoy my culture with my
peers and grow as an individual, all while
contributing to the greater good of Atlanta. | have
optimism that BYC, and the future leaders of BYC, will
be able fto showcase initiative and serve as a
standard for the Bengali community through our
work and support

Aritra Saha, President: Hello, my name is Aritra Saha,
and | am one of the BAGA youth committee (BYC)
Presidents for 2022. | have been part of BYC for the
past four years during which | have actively
participated in all BAGA events. As a President of
BYC, | have had the fantastic opportunity to work
closely with all BYC officers and team members in
fund raising activities such as March of Dimes
Fundraiser, the BAGA Mela, and, most recently the
Durga Puja fund raiser to help the Atlanta
community. | am grateful to be a member of BYC, as
it has allowed me to grow as an individual and give
back to the community which has provided me with
so much support. | hope we can continue to support
the BAGA community and inspire future generations
of BYC to take the initiative to lead and serve the
Bengali community.
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Arka Bhattacharjee, President: | have been part of
BAGA since | was about four years old. When looking
at pictures of my Hate khori or my first stage
performance at the age of 5, | feel a sense of
gratefulness. | have been infroduced to the Bengali
culture at such a young age because of BAGA. | am
very fortunate fo learn Bengali culture through
various cultural and religious celebrations. | am also
lucky to be involved in many fundraising and
charitable activities as a BYC officer.

Ananya Banerjee, President: Hi, my name is Ananya
Banerjee and | am one of the presidents for BYC this
year. | have been going to BAGA events with my
family since | was a child, and the organization has
become an important part of my life since then. The
people | have met and the memories | have made
will be cherished forever. This year, | am incredibly
grateful fo have the opportunity to play such alarge
role in BYC and make an impact on BAGA and the
outside community. The officers and | have
accomplished a lot, and we hope to continue this
for the rest of the year.

Ritshika Mukherjee, President: Hello, my name is
Ritshika Mukherjee! | am one of the BYC presidents of
2022. | was in the BAGA youth committee of 2021,
since the whole world was recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic, there were only a few opportunities in
which we could confribute and participate in.
Through my position, | wish to continue to raise
money for the charities that we have always been
contributing to, but to also expand our wings and
spread more awareness of our culture to more
organizations. Through this we are planning to help
more and more Indians around the globe through
hard challenges being faced. | am so excited fo see
what BYC has in store this year to not only spread my
culture, but to also contribute to the ever-growing
society!

Rishab Laskar, Vice President: | joined BAGA shortly
after moving to Georgia from California, and in my
opinion it had an effect in my life. | made various
new friendships, and | always look forward to our
various cultural events. Now as a BYC officer | would
love to continue spreading the joy tfo my fellow
members and community, that I've been
experiencing as a young BAGA member.

Rohini Roy, Vice President: So far in BYC, I've helped
with food stands, mehndi, and fundraisers for BAGA.
I look forward to increasing BAGA's partnerships with
various charities and groups around the Atlanta
areq.

Prisha Jhari, Treasurer: The BAGA Youth Committee’s
purpose is to provide a caring and creative
environment for its members. This year we came up
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with many different fundraising ideas at various
BAGA events , which include selling candies, toys,
and various other freats, as well as setting up a
henna stall, which was met with a very
positive response. We also assisted BAGA members
with puja and other cultural activities. | am thankful
to be a part of BYC and for our youth club
coordinators for giving me this opportunity.

Sania Sharma, Treasurer: My name is Sania Sharma
and | am the treasurer of BYC for 2022. BYC has
provided me with the opportunity to serve the
community by fundraising on different religious and
cultural occasions. BYC aims to work with BAGA to
raise money and donate to multiple organizations.
Our youth committee helps to fundraise money
through selling homemade items such as food and
crafts. | am grateful to be a part of the BYC, which
has not only allowed me to learn about my culture
but also give back to the community. This year as a
BYC officer, | hope to raise more money to donate
than last year which had been challenging because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. With the position | hold,
| hope o keep on serving the community through a
treasurer of the BYC

Prioska Baruah, Secretary: To me, BYC means more
than just the events and people. BYC means
teamwork and coadalition which is exactly what I love
to contribute in. Working with friends to raise money
and volunteer for a good cause, as well as gaining
experience in a field with peers. As secretary, lintend
to bring all these together for my peers and make
BYC the best positive environment it can be.

Aarushi Guin, Secretary: | have been a part of BAGA
for many years, but this is my first year as a Secretary
in BYC. My position in BYC has helped me get an
opportunity to spread my Spread the Vision charity.
This charity collects old eyeglasses and donates
them to less fortunate communities in India At the
BAGA melain August, I was able to set up two stands
and it was a success. | also enjoyed being a part of
the stand at the mela knowing the profits were going
to charity. | do hope to continue to make an impact
both inside and outside of BAGA.

Aryan Bhattacharya, Secretary: My name is Aryan
and | have been associated with BAGA for as long
as | can remember. With the help of my fellow
officers, BYC has been able to help BAGA reach new
heights that were previously thought unachievable.
BYC has helped raise funds for charities such as
Raksha, St. Jude's, and many more. | am honored to
hold a position in BYC and look forward to further
advancing the future of BAGA.

BYC 2022 Coordinators : Ms. Rikhia Saha and Ms.
Gargi Chakraborty
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Bondhu Chol,a beou’rlful
From BAGA Focebo L&




A few pictures of Shapmochan program
From BAGA facebook




BAGA 2022 Financial as of 9/20/2022

As of /3021
Buirass Chaceng 40544 048020
rgo Businass Markat Savings 174671 2.584.70
Weths Forgo bonk CC 4 10.000.00 10,418,464
Weolls Forgo bonik CO 17281 5 7" 7 15 593,06
Welk Forgo bank CD 22 32,158.72 3209992

Podrmo

C Youh Cub

Total BAGA Assen 139,475 3% 145,274 0% 24.155.88 144284
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BAGA
Bengali Association of Greater Atlanta

P.O. Box: 5154
4575 Webb Bridge Rd,
Alpharetta, GA 30005
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Sharadiyo Shubhechhe

BAGA Executive Committee
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EXPLORE OUR EXCLUSIVE
ROSE GOLD DIAMOND JEWELRY

SHOP NOW WITH THE BEST BRAND IN NORTH AMERICA|

SHOWROOMS IN ATLANTA, DALLAS & TAMPA
‘ ®404.298.7811




